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THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


OF SPIRITUALISTS. 
88, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON. 
This organisation, comprising several hundred members, 
has public offices, a reading-room and library, with a secretary 
in attendance to receive visitors and answer jnquiries. Seances 


¢.—IL. E. Frances, 


can be attended by reeommendation from a member, For 
terms. &e., apply to the Secretary. 
OVERNMENT PROSECUTIONS FOR 


MEDICAL HERESY: a Verbatim Report of tho Case 
“Regiva v. Tcbb.” Dedieated to the Board of St. Pancras 
Guardians, London. With letters from the Right Lon. W. E. 
Gladstone, M.P., the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., and others. 
Forty pp., Price 2d., or 1s. 9d. per dozen, or 12s, per 100. This 
pamphlet should be eireulated largely during elections of 
Quardians and Members of Parliament. Published by Edward 
W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lanc, London, E.C, 


THE TRIUMPH OF LOVE, 


A Mystical Poem, in Songs, Sonnets, and Verse, by 
ELLA DIETZ. 


“ Now will I go and walk the wide earth round. 
And tell to every soul that I do meet, 
The only way that true love may be found, 
And how, when found, of ail things good and sweet 
Tt is most blest, most holy, most divine.” oh. 
Cloth, small 8vo, price 3s. 6d. London, W.C, Spiritualist 
Newspaper Braneh Office. 


Price 58. 64. 
Inspirational Poetry. 


“POEMS FROM THE INNER LITE” 
BY LIZZIE DOTEN 


With a Preface describing the spiritual state of trance 
during which some of the poems were given. 


CONTENTS. 
Part I. 


1. The Prayer of the Sorrowing.—lI. The Song of Truth—Iti, 
The Embarkation.—1V. Kepler’s Vision.—V. Love and Latin,— 
V1. The Song of the North.—VII. The Burial of Webster. —VII, 
The Parting of Sigurd and Gurda—IX. The Meeting of Signrd 
and Gurda, 

Pant II, 


X. The Spirit Child —X1. Reeoneiliation.—XT1. Lope for the 
Sorrowing.—XIII. Compengation,—XIV. The Eagle of Freedom, 
Mistress Glenare.—X V1. Little Johbnny.—XVI1I_ ‘ Rirdie’s 
Spirit Song.”—XVI1I. My Spirit Home,—XTX. “1 still Live.”— 
XX_ Life —XXIL Love.—XXIT. “For a that.” —XXII. Words 
o Cheer.—XXI¥. Resurrexi.—XXV. The Prophecy of Vala. 
XXVI. The Kingdom.—XXVII. The Cradic or Cofħn.—XX VIII, 
The Streets of Baltimore.—XXIX, The Mysteries of Godliness, 
—XXX. Farewell to Earth. 


Also, by the same Authoress, a companion volume, price 5s. 6d. 


POEMS OF PROGRESS. 
London, W.C, Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, 


EAVEN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES 
: . FOR THE BEREAVED FROM OUR LITTLE ONES 
IN GLORY. Given through the mediumship of F, J, THEO- 
BALD, Part 1, price 6d., paper cover, “Heaven Opened,” being 
more advanced spirit messages. Part 2, prico 6d„ paper 
eover, “ Heaven Opened.” The two parts bound in one volume, 
Cloth 1s, The Spiritualist Newspaper Braneh Ofice 


-By F. J. THEOBALD. Second Edition enlarged. Priee 2d. 


SPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE, COM- 
PARED WITI MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


A useful Pamphlet for those who shrink from Spiritualism 
with the idea that it is unchristianand unscriptural, Itshows 
(we think successfully) that every form of mediwnship, now so 
familiar to Spiritualists, is endorsed by Biblical reeords of 
identical experiences. 

Also HEAVEN OPENED. Parts 1 and 2,6d. each. The 
two bound in one, 1s.—These books, consisting of messages 
given by writing mcdiumship, contain some interesting con- 
versations held between the family circlo on carth, and their 
group of little ones in their Spirit home, 

They are well calculate? to comfort bercaved and sorrowing 
parents. 

Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offiee, London, W.C. 


THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW. 
No, 4. JANUARY, Prieo 2s. 6d. 
CONTENTS :— 

I—Is Immortality a Delusion? By Epes Sargent. 
Il.—Sister Celeste. By J. O. Earle, 
II.—Spiritual Philosophy tn Relation to Death and Spirit Life. 
By Rev. J. Page Hopps. 
IV.—Inspiration. No. 2. By Mrs. De Morgan. 
Y.—Reminiscenees of George Thompson. By his Daughter, 
Mrs. Nosworthy, 
Vi.—Zetalethes, the Truthsceker. By Miss Greenfield. 
VII.—The Mound-Buildas. By Wiliam Denton. 
VII.— Montanism. 
serrate Mysticism—A Geologist's Confession—The Seat 
of Evil; ` 
E. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Mariaane, E.C. , 


MR. ©. E. WILLIAMS, 
61, LAMB'S CONDUIT STREET, W.C. 


At home daily from 12 till 5. On Thursday and Saturday 
evenings from $ o'clock for reeeption of friends. 


Address as above. 


MR. J. W. FLETCHER, 
TEST MEDIUM AND CLAIRVOYANT, 


4, BLOOMSBURY PLACE, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE, 
LONDON. 


Hours—T wolve till Fivo. 


MR. F. OMERIN, 


Ileving made many rapid and permanent cures of Gout, 
Rheumatism, and other painful maladies, is prepared to visit 
patients. Address, 


MR. OMERIN, ; 
5, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, LONDON, 


Ñ R. J, J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL 
TRANCE SPEAKER, For terms and dates address 
—Eln Tree-terrace, Uttoxcter-road, Derby. 
Agent for all kinds of Spiritual literature. 


TA OLE. HUET, good Medium for Raps. 
L At home from 12 t> 5 o'eloek. 173, Rue St Honoré, 


Paris. 


W. WALLIS, Trance Medium, desireg 


=~ 
HK engagements to deliver public er private addresses, in 
London or the provinees. Address, 85, Biurton-road, Clap- 
ton-park, E. 


PASS MANCELL, Spiritual Clairvoyant, 45, 
«Vil Jubilec-street, Commereial-roat, Loudon, I. Do- 
veloping Circlo every Monday cveuing, at eighto elock. Volun- 
tary contributions. Private séances attended. Application 
by letter in the first instanco. 


RS. WOODFORDE, Developing and Heal- 

ing. Medical advieo to ladies and ehildren, Terms 

modified to suit circumstances. Days and hours of business— 

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from 1 p.m. 
to5p.m. 90, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C, 


RS. MARGARET FOX KANE, of the 


L' Rochester Fox Family, and widow of Dr. Kanc, the 
first Arctic explorer who went in search of Sir John Franklin 
gives Seances at No. 4, Grenville-strect, Brunswick-square, 
from 2 to 5, every day except Sunday, and every cveuing from 
S to 10, exeept Sunday eveuing. Engagements can be made 
by lettcr sent to the above address, 


HARACTERS FAITHFULLY DELINE- 

ATED from_Hand-Writiug, Photos, or Blank Paper 

Magnctised by the Breath. Fee, 2s. 6d. Address, Miss Ross, 
care of Mrs. Nichols, 32, Fopstone-road, Harl's-court, S.W, 


URATIVE MESMERISM.—PROFESSOR 
ADOLPHE DIDIER, Consulting Mesmerist (33 years 
established), atteuds Patients and may be consulted daily from 
2 till5 at his residence, 10, Berkeley-gardens, Campden-hill, 
Keusington. Selcet lectures and private lessons in the scieuce 
of Mesmcrism are given by appointment. 


N RS. ANNIE LOOMIS, the American Mes- 

merie Healing Clairvoyantc, examines aud treats the 
sick while ina mesmeric sleep.—No, 2, Vernon-place, Bloonis- 
bury-square, Loudon, Tours 10 to 5. Monday, Wednesday, 
aud Friday evenings, office hours, owing to press of business, 
extended to nine o'clock. 


AMUEL H. QUARMBY, Inspirational 


Speaker and Healing Medium. Address, 21, Trafalgar- 
street, Ashton-under-Lyne, 


A DNALI DELLO SPIRITISMO IN 
& ITALIA—Rivista Psicologica di Niceforo Wilalete. 
Published on the 15h of every month, at Turin, Tip, 
Laglione, vii Bogino, No. 23, . 


EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d’études psycho- 

logiques, fondé par Allan Kardee, appears en the Ist 

of every month. Price, 1 frane, Published by the Société 

Anonyme, 1, Rue de Lille, Paris, Post-OMee orders payable 
to M. Leymarie, 


SYCHISCHE STUDIEN., A Monthly Journal 


devoted to the investigation of the unexplained pheno- 
mena of psychie life. Edited by ALEXANDRE AKSAKOP, and 
eontributed to by several German and foreign men of science, 
Price 1s. monthly.—Leipsic: OSWALD Murzg. London: The 
Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, 


EAVES FROM MY LIFE, A narrative of 
Personal Exporiences, with some account of American 
Spiritualism, as seen during a twelvemonth’s visit to the 
United States. Two Portraits, By J. J. Morse. Price 2g 
From the Author, at Elm Trec-terraeo, Uttoxeter-road, Derby 


FRRIGHTON.—MISS WOOD, 12, Lower 


Rock Gardens. Board or apartments, — Terms on 
application. 


OLKESTONE. — Comfortable lodgings, on 
moderato terms, References to Spiritualists can bo 
E. Newman, 11, St. Michael’s-terrace, Folkestone. 


Ic E A RN I AS IT a rate ee ga a 
oe SPIRITUALISTS is offered a 

comfortable Social Home in a convenient part of the eity 
by an English brother. The apartments can only accommodate 
four persous. Terms, board and all included, £3 per week 
each ; or, for two persons £2 10s. per weck, if two occupy one 
room. Address, 8. T., care of M, A. Mallet, 3, Rue de la Cos- 
sonnerie. Paris. 


givon. 


WW ANTED.—CHARGE OF CHAMBERS 

or Offees, or as Mousekecper in any placo of trust, 
by a Middle-aged Person, Good references. Address, 
R. E. M., Melly’s, Newsagent, Roman-road, Carnsbury, Ishing- 
ton, London. 


RIGHTON.—The Spiritualist may be ob- 
tained in Brighton of Messrs Beal, Wast-street ; Mr, 
Elmer, St, James's-street; and Mr, Boughton, St, Goorge's-rond, 


D nivttnalist 
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ew 
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A CURIOUS METHOD OF PRODUCING SLEEP.- 


Dr. Darwin states that a man placed on a rapidly 
revolving mill-stone soon goes to sleep, and Dr. Macnish 
obscrves :—* By lying flat upon a mill-stone while per- 
forming its revolutions, slecp is soon produced, and death 
without pain would be the result, if the experiment were 
greatly protracted.” Sir John Sinclair says :—* The celc- 
brated cnginecr, Brindley, often saw thc experiment tried, 
of a man extending himself across the large stone of a corn- 
mill, and gradually falling asleep by the stone whirling 
round, before the stone had gained its full velocity.” 

Why should the rotation of the human body produce this 
effect? Dr. Herbert Mayo suggests that ‘“ pressure upon 
the brain, and stupor, would be the natural physical and 
physiological consequences of such an experiment.” 

There may be another cause. With each half rotation the 
magnetism of the earth would act with opposite poles upon 
the diamagnetic human body. These momentary reversals of 
a physical force may, in some unknown way, have to 
do with the result. The Lord Lindsay might solve this point 
by placing a man longitudinally between the movable poles 
of his monster electro-magnet, and setting up momentary 
reversals in a weak electrical current sent through its helices. 
Tf the motionless man then went to sleep, it would prove 
that the rotation of the human body had nothing to do 
with the result, but that magnetic pulsations produced the 
effect. 

Travellers in foreign lands are seldom psychologists, 
wherefore interesting facts are constantly lost to the world. 
May it not be possible that the dancing dervishes are thrown 
into a state of trance by their bodily rotations, consequently 
that there is a certain amount of spiritual philosophy in their 
fantastic method of devotion? Probably no European 
observer has taken the trouble to ascertain this point, or 
seen the use of ascertaining the psychological state of the 
dervishes when occupied in their tcetotum exercises, 


“ BUILDING UP” WORK INSIDE SPIRITUALISM.* 
PY S. B. BRITTAN, M.D. 
There’s a midnight blackness changing 
Into grey: -~ 
Men of thought, and men of action, 
Clear the way ! 

In 1853—twenty-five years avo—lI prepared a memorial 
addressed to the United States Senate, asking for the 
appointment of a Scientific Commissioner to investigate the 
spiritual manifestations. This document was signed by 
13,000 American citizens. With the names attached, it was 
two hundred feet long. For convenience in handling it 
was backed with muslin, handsomely bound, and mounted on 
a cylinder. In April, 1854, the memorial was presented to 
the Senate by Hon. James Shields, of Illinois, in a charac- 
teristic speech of considerable length, and in which the general 
said :—“ I have now given a faithful synopsis of this petition, 
which, however unprecedented in itself, has been prepared 
with singular ability, presenting the subject with great 
delicacy and moderation.” 

After some discussion respecting its reference to a special 
committee, the memorial was, on motion of Senator Mason, 
ordered to lic on the table; and it now remains in the 
archives at Washington. It is true the United States 
Government often appoints commissioners to consider 
questions of less moment, and sends its agents to look after 
interests of inferior magnitude. A grave legislative body, 
composed mainly of infidels and materialists, might at least 
have referred such a petition to its Committee of Foreign 


* A portion of a public address on Leadership and Organisation delivercd in New York. 


Relations; but it did not. The spirit world was not down 
on the congressional atlas; and as the Government had 
formed no treaty with that country, it occurs to me that such 
a reference, after all, might have been inappropriate. Com- 
miercial trcaties alone take hold of interests that arc so 
tangible that even Government officials can scc their import- 
ance, especially when avarice sharpens the vision, and they 
are well paid for their services. 

Now, why may we not proceed at once, without the aid of 
Congress, and appoint a commission to mould into becoming 
and practical shape the essential elements of the New Faith, 
philosophy and religion, taking carc, of coursc, to provide 
for the commissioncrs until their work is accomplished. 
This matter is doubtless of as much consequence to mankind 
as many of the objects for which the National Government 
annually expends large sums of the people’s money. We 
make frequent drafts on the public Treasury to defray the 
expenses of the legislative lawyers whom we employ to tinker 
the tariff laws, while, as a rule, they know little or nothing 
of the wants of a commercial people. We also send com- 
missioners to the Black Hills to smoke pipes with Modocs ; 
we employ secret agents to watch Custom-house officers and 
look after Sitting Bull; we send others to negotiate for the 
privilege of catching cod fish on the banks of Newfoundland ; 
and others still to search for the bones of Sir John Franklin 
or some other man. Why not now resolve to employ some 
time and means on a live subject? Organisc Spiritualism 
on a broad, natural and rational basis; make a decent 
provision for carrying forward the great objects suggested by 
its liberal principles and benign spirit, and it will speedily 
command the respect of the world. Lift its white banner 
from the dust. Too long has it been desecrated by infidel 
feet. Let us make haste to cleanse it from the pollutions of 
this world. Plant the standard on the highest moral 
eminence; and its silken folds, waving aloft in the clear 
light and pnre air of heaven, will gladden the eyes and inspire 
the hearts of millions with rejoicing. 

We still wait for the organising mind to comprehend the 
necessities of the hour; and for the strong hand that shall 
gather up, as from the four winds, the moral elements and 
spiritual forces of the great reformation. We invoke the 
presence of 

A spirit fit to start into an empire, 
And look the world to law. 
We have reviewed the lawless army of the iconoclasts, and 
the implements of destruction in their hands. In their 
madness they hurled the ancient idols from their pedestals, 
demolished the temples, and extinguished the fires on the 
old altars. The very ground beneath the fect of the in- 
vaders is covered with the fragments of sacred images. With 
a fine sense of propriety the Iscariots went out early—pro- 
bably to hang themselves, as they have not returned. The 
waster has had his day. He came in the morning; and, 
lo! at evening his work was done. Many looked sorrowful 
while they gazed upon the ruins, 
Grey-bearded Use, who, deaf and blind, 
Groped for his old accustomed stone, 
Leaned on his staff, and wept, to find 
His seat o’erthrown. 

We are weary of the discordant sounds that signal the 
progress of the destroyer. Let the rude din be hushed ; 
we would have silence for noise. The waster must retire. 
There is room for the builder now. He may come to his 
place and perform his work. We demand now and here- 
after the earnest labour of reconstruction. The true disciples 
will become living stones in the sacred building. Let them 
come together, each in his proper place and relation, Then 
will the new spiritual edifice, like the walls of the ancient 
temple, be upreared without the sound of a hammer. 
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DR. SLADE IN AUSTRALIA. 
(From the “Harbinger of Light,” Melbourne.) 

Ir was not our intention to have directly noticed the conjuring enter- 
tainment now taking place at St. George’s Hall, Melbourne, but on 
Monday last an imitation of Dr. Slade’s slate-wriling having been 
announced, we felt it incumbent upon us to be present, on public 
grounds, to enable us to denote the difference between the real and fic- 
titious phenomena. Being called upon by several to join the committee, 
we acceded, and assisted in tying the performers for the cabinet trick, 
which was cleverly performed, though wanting in much which distin- 
guished the Davenport séances. y 

Our interest, however, was centred in the slate-writing, which we 
waited patiently for, and in due time the table and slates made their 
appearance on the stage. They wero placed on the opposite side to 
where the committee were seated, one of their number, Mr. A. P. 
Martin, being requested by Mr. Baldwin to sit with him atthe table, a 
small cedar one, with flaps, which, when closed, fitted into slots or 
recesses, and when opened left a ledge nearly an inch wide. The sitter 
(Mr. Martin) was placed with his knees between the close legs of the 
table, about sixteen inches apart, Mr. Baldwin sitting near the corncr 
of the table to his left. The slates used were very small, about 6 + 8, 
outside measure. After cleaning both sides of one and one side of the 
other, and exhibiting the clean one to Mr. Martin, Mr. Baldwin placed 
it with a small piece of pencil under the table. Holding it close up and 
scratching it with his nail, he desired Mr. Martin to listen to the writing, 
which the latter said he heard. One or two taps were given 
with the slate in imitation of raps, and then with the right hand, 
the left being still on the table, Mr. Baldwin fixed the slate in the 
slot in a slanting position, and, taking the pencil in his fingers, delibe- 
rately wrote a line on it: he then released it and passed it up on to the 
table with the words “‘ We have come,” on it. This performance he re- 
peated, with a little variation, and he then proposed to try the double 
slate. A grain of pencil was placed on the clean slate, and the other, 
with the ready written message, put over it. It was then placed under 
the table, Mr. Martin being allowed to hold one end of it. After a little 
scratching with the finger-nail, the long-written message was produced. 
Mr. Baldwin stated to the audience that this was what Dr. Slade 
charged a guinea for, and made several other glaring misstatements in 
refercnce to that gentleman. 

We waited for the finish, and then arising from our seat on the 
platform, intimated to the audience our desire to correct some of the 
misstatements made. We invited anyone present to accompany us from 
the hall direct to Dr. Slade’s room, for the purpose of examining his 
tabie, which had no slot or rest for the slate. We gave Mr. Baldwin 
credit for having produced a fair imitation of the Davenport per- 
formances, but pronounced the slate-writing business a miserable 
travesty of Dr. Slade’s séances ; that, besides their being no slot in 
the table, the slates used by Dr. Slade were mueh larger, were 
almost invariably brought by the sitters, and were frequently filled 
with writing, ; 

Mr. Winter, of the Herald, then rose and said that he and a fellow 
pressman had attended three séances of Dr. Slade’s, and considered 
Professor Baldwin’s exposé of the slate-writing a fair duplication of 
what he had witnessed. 

Mr. Baldwin said the discussion could not be continued, but offered 
to discuss physical phenomena with ourselves or anyone else on Sunday 
evening ; or to make a series of bets against Dr. Slade’s doing certain 
things proposed by him, concluding by quoting an Americanisin, 
which he considered appropriate, viz, “ Put up, or shut up.” As 
Dr. Slade was absent from Melbourne, the alternative was necessarily 
accepted, and the talking ended. 

After the performance, Mr. Winter asked if we had any objection to 
let Mr. Baldwin see the table, and, accompanied by two other gentle- 
men, we conducted them to Dr. Slade’s room for this purpose, and 
proved that the table was not a trick one. Baldwin, however, 
suggested that the brace running across the middle of the table would 
serve to support the slate. On being requested to demonstrate this, he 
declined unless paid; and, using offensive language in reference to Dr. 
Slade, we were under the necessity of cautioning him against its repe- 
tition on our premises. 

Since then he has been publishing personal challenges to Dr. Slade, 
though aware that that gentleman is not in Melbourne. Our own 
opinion is, that if he were here, he would treat Baldwin’s challenges 
with contempt. The verdict of the judicial committee, for whom he has 
been sitting, is of infinitely more importance than that of a professed 
conjurer, who would not be likely to confess himself beaten under any 
circumstances. 


e 


Assumep PREMATURE BURIAT.—A Plymouth correspondent telegraphs : 
—“ A strange affair has just happened at Linkinhorne, Cornwall. Last 
week William Seymour, a miner, was found dead in Phæœnix mine. It 
was supposed he had died in a fit, and a verdict to that cffect was 
returned at the coroner’s inquest, He was interred last Sunday at the 
burial-ground of Darley Chapel. A neighbonr of the deceased the next 
night dreamed that a gentleman in a carriage and pair had driven up to 
the house of the mother of the deceased and said her son was not dead, 
but had been buried alive. This dream being noised abroad, the next 
night seven or eight men went to the graveyard, dug up the coffin, and 
carried it to a chapel. They unscrewed the coflin-lid, and there was the 
body of their comrade apparently still living and breathing. So con- 
vinced were they cf this that they set him up, and while some attempted 
to revive him by stimulants and friction, others ran off to the nearest 
surgeon, two miles distant. The surgeon, Mr. Newsain, soon arrived, 
and examined the body amid great excitement ; and then stated that the 
man was dead, and had been dead some days. Mr. Newsam rebuked 
the men for their foliy, and the body was then quickly reinterred ; but 
the matter has excited much commotion.”— The Observer, 
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WHEN reason is against a man, a man will be against reason.— 
Hobbes. 

Art is the effort of man to express the ideas which nature suggests to 
him of a power above nature, whether that power be within the recesses 
of his own being or in the Great First Cause, of which nature, like 
himself, is but the effect.—Bulwer Lytton. 


Iypian Hows Liru.—Professor Monier Williams gave a lecture 
recently at the London Institution on the subject of “Indian Home 
Life.” He said that home life in India—he had refcrence solely to 
Hindoos, not Mohammedans—was intimately interwoven with caste and 
religion; caste, custom, and religion were almost convertible terms, and 
every man found himself curbed in all he did by the most minute regu- 
lations. The lecturer described many of the religious observances and 
domestic manners and customs of high-caste Hindoos; and, speaking 
of religious belief and marriage, he said :—JLindoos believed that the 
soul had three bodics—one, a material or gross body, which was burnt 
after death; the second, a body which rose with the soul from the 
funeral pyre, and accompanied it through its innumerable existences ; 
and the third, an intermediate body with which the soul was invested 
during its intermediate condition of happiness or of misery, before its 
reappearance in another gross body on the earth. The intermediate 
body required to be refreshed by food, which was offered to it by sons 
or grandsons. The most important event, therefore, in Indian home- 
life was the birth of a son, and a wife was a person of very slight value 
except in her character of mother. Daughters were but little regarded. 
A son was to every Hindoo the first and last of all necessary things. 
‘When a son was born the family priest was sent for, and the proċess of 
regenerating the child went on, one of the ceremonies, accompanied 
with prayers, being that of feeding him with honey and clarified butter. 
The family astrologer also drew up the record of the child’s nativity, 
and wrote a prophecy of his life. When a boy was five years old he 
was betrothed, a professional matchmaker being cmployed. On his 
initiation into the Hindoo faith le was invested with a three-fold cotton 
cord, which symbolised the trinities of the Hindoo religion, and was a 
mark that the person wearing it was “twice born,” that he had been 
born again, regenerated. As soon as he had becn made regenerate, his 
religious life began. Englishmen were, in the opinion of orthodox 
Hindoos, unregenerate and unclean, and their very touch was believed 
to defile. After the nuptial ceremony a boy returned without his bride 
to his father’s house, but at the age of fifteen or sixtcen he was allowed 
to live with his child wife. He (Professor Williams) had at Indian high 
schools and colleges often examined boys, half of whom were fathers. 
Early marriages were the curse of India. The condition of Hindoo 
girls was onc of hopeless ignorance; they were unable to rcad, they 
were never taught rules of health, or the most elementary truths of 
science. <A feeling prevailed that a girl who had learned to read had 
committed a sin which would bring down a judgment on her or her hus- 
band, A young widow had practically no existence; an old widow was 
cared for by her children; but a young childless widow was regarded 
as worse than dead. She might not marry again (a man would marry 
again eleven or twelve days after the death of his wife); she was sup- 
posed to be in perpetual mourning for her dead husband, although she 
might never have secn him except at her child-wedding ; and she was a 
household drndge. 


SPIRITS : THEIR NATURE AND Powerrs.—This was the title of a 
lecture delivered in the Mechanics’ Institution, Heywood, on Tuesday 
evening, by Mr. J. J. Morse, trance medium, under the auspices of 
the spiritualistic body in Heywood, who have lately been holding a 
series of meetings of a similar character, with a view to propagate their 
tenets in this locality. The chair was occupied by Mr. James Wild, 
and there was a fair attendance. The lecturer opened his remarks by 
informing his hearers that Spiritualism was a necessity, and that its 
would-be exposers should be acquainted with its phenomena before 
condemning it. It dealt with facts, rather than theories and dogmas. 
There were many instances in the past of what was called second 
sight, and this could only be acquired by intercourse with the spiritual 
world. Most people could tell of some strange thing that was predicted, 
which had happened even although it was apparently beyond the ken 
of mortals. People might well ask were these things contrary to the 
laws of nature. The Spiritualists emphatically answered ‘ No.” 
These were simply the outcome of higher laws which humanity could 
not understand. The phenomena of Spiritualism claimed to be ruled 
by those higher laws, First, as to its evidence, he might ask if the 
orthodox church of the present day would be prepared to renounce all 
attested facts of spiritual intervention in moral affairs. They had 
heard of ghost stories, and they were either true or false; they were 
either lies or facts. ‘Their veracity had been testified by people who 
might be regarded as above practising deception, and who carried 
their senses with them. Spiritualists began to be distinguished as a 
sect about thirty years ago, and in spite of the opposition, interest, and 
social caste of modern times, Spiritualism had made such progress as 
to enter almost all their churches, and to mould to a considerable 
extent the theology of the day. If there was no truth in it, it was a 
remarkable fact that there was so much smoke and no fire. Spirit- 
ualism was the only present-day evidence of a future state. It had 
therefore done more for the Atheists than all the churches, and if this 
had been done by the instrumentality of the devil and his angels, the 
churches ought to move a vote of thanks to his Satanic majesty for 
bringing these men to a knowledge and belief in future life. The power 
of spirits over those with whom they were in communication in this life 
was exercised in the same manner as that of the mesmerist over his 
subject, namely, the will. That power was incontestable, and continued 
even after death. Spiritualism was not yet elevated to a science, and 
its laws were not sufficiently well known to be appreciated and under- 
stood. (Applause.) Several questions were asked, aud answered in a 
satisfactory manner, and the proceedings terminated with the usual 
complimentary votes —The Bury Times, 
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CHANGE OF OPINION. 
BY HENRY G, ATKINSON, ¥.G,S. 

Many years ago Emerson, the writer and philosopher, 
“the Carlyle of America,” said: “ With the strongest 
Christian faith the belief in a future life is but a hope at 
best. It can be nothing more, but the best proof of it we 
can find is the feeling and desire to have it. But what we 
most need is not eternal duration, but more depth.” What 
this word “depth” may signify I do not know. Does it 
mean more knowledge and learning ? more earnestness and 
devotedness to the eause of truth in the view of elevating 
and ameliorating the eondition of mankind? I cannot say. 
The meaning of metaphysical expressions is often indefinite 
and misleadmg, or perhaps used as a mask to disguise the 
real opinions. Emerson is now old, and I am told that his 
opinion eoncerning another life is quite changed; that, in 
fact, he is now a believer in another or future life. It is 
difficult to aceount for sueh a ehange in sueh a thinker, 
unless the faets of Spiritualism have influeneed him. He 
still remains vice-president of the “ Free Religious Assoeia- 
tion,” which ineludes most of the best writers and thinkers 
in Ameriea. 

Mr. Lewes was another instance of change of opinion in 
his later days. In his biographieal history of philosophy he 
had all along declared philosophy to be impossible, but eame 
round to my opinion at last in his Problems of Life and 
Mind, that philosophy is quite possible if you will use the 
right method—that same fruitful method which you apply 
to all other scienees. Metaphysies cuts the flowers from the 
stem; no wonder that they wither in the hand and eome to 
nothing, and leave men wildly contending over the ashes. 

Miss Martineau was another instanee of the ehange of 
opinion in after life—that is after forty—when, like Lewes 
years afterwards, she eame to be of my opinion in respect to 
philosophy, or what I may term the method and science of 
philosophy, and the eonsequenees therefrom ; but with her 
stronger faith in truth——“ the body of God,” as Plato terms 
it—or at least in the right method of interpretation, her 
taste and estimate of literary productions changed, and she 
could no longer tolerate her own novel of Deerbrook. ‘JT have 
got beyond that now,” she would say. She had always 
considered Scott’s Dride of Lammermoor to be his best 
novel, with whieh I never would agrec, but said, “ I suppose 
you ought to know best,” and no doubt it is something 
wanting in me, and so it must pass. I cannot understand 
it, or see it differently.” But in a postscript to one of her 
last letters to me she says: “DP.S.—I am in a state of 
amazement at a diseovery just made; I have read again [after 
half a lifetime] Scott’s Bride of Lammermoor, and am utterly 
disappointed in it. The ehange in my taste is beyond 
aecounting for—almost beyond belief.” The reason of her 
former impression given me was thatit was a real story, and 
that all the ineidents told upon the results. But I said, 
‘¢ Charaeter is the great thing, and there is no echaraeter in 
the whole novel that intcrests me, as is the case in most of 
Scott’s romanees ; and the humour is tov ridiculous.” It is 
a eurious psyehologieal fact that Mr. Scott dictated the work 
from his bed of siekness, and when it was soon afterwards 
shown him in print, he had forgotten all about it, and read 
it through with fear and apprehension lest it should prove a 
blunder. When asked afterwards how he found it: ‘ Oh,” 
he said, ‘it is overstrained; but it made me laugh and I must 
hope the public will be indulgent.” It was felt to} be a 
painful subject, and they never ventured to refer to it again. 
It is not casy to aceount for sueh a phenomenon, unless we 
refer it to spiritual inspiration ; yet his memory at the time 
must have been quite eolleeted and elear, since the story and 
ineidents are correctly told. 
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Mr. anD Miss Dietz, Mrs, Weldon, Miss Elene Webster, Madame 
Schneegans, Mrs. Nosworthy, Mr. Earnest Lietkius, Miss Dickson, 
Miss Evans, Miss Lestie-Younge, and others, will take part in the 
sotrée at the Cavendish Rooms on Wednesday, April 2nd. 

Mr. Lgtinton’s Mrpiumsrip.—Dr. T. L. Nichols, of 32, Fopstone- 
road, Earl’s-court, London, writes :—“ I think Mr. Willie Eglinton will 
be pleased to have it announced in your columns that he will return 
jrom South Africa to London in May, but does not intend tobe louger a 
‘ professional’ medium, but to establish himself in his proper pro- 
fession as surgeon-dentist. Ilis gifts will not be lost by this means, but 
may become more available and important.” 


SPIRITUALISM IN LANCASHIRE. 

In the course of the quarterly report of the Lancashire Association 
of Spiritualists, it is stated :— 

“ It is gratifying to know that your committee has just passed 
through a very successful winter session, The objects of your propa- 
ganda have been more widely disseminated. The Midlands Committee 
have taken up vigorously the system of your work, and bids fair to 
become a powerful sister organisation, The North of England Con- 
ference Committee is being revived, and may be expected to take prac- 
tical shape very shortly ; and, in fact, in all parts of the kingdom your 
system of work and organisation is looked upon with exceeding favour. 
Although trade has been and is in a very depressed state, yet- the 
meetings held in the district continue to attract an average audience, 
We feel a great reform can be made in Sunday lectures amongst the 
various societies in the district. United efforts and good speakers will 
win our way to be known as having a good and attractive platform. 
Liverpool has already entered into a scheme with you to supply its 
platform with good speakers. It has now been in operation one 
month, and the society is highly satisfied. If this were carried into 
operation generally a fund would be so placed at your disposal as to 
enable you to enter into engagements with the best speakers, and also 
with gentlemen of ability connected with other movements, but who 
are favourable to our principles. These suggestions are worthy of 
your careful and mature consideration, inasmuch as such policy will 
help our movement to attain a more dignified and satisfactory position 
than it has hitherto enjoyed. 

“ During the quarter now passed 156 meetings have been held under 
your auspices. ... The return lists for the quarter show a slight 
falling offin membership in comparison to last quarter; but the state 
of trade will account for this. Altogether your work is in an 
exceedingly prosperous position, and, with continued work and unflag- 
ging energy, much more may be accomplished in the future than has 
been even attempted in the past.” 


HEALING BY SPIRIT POWER. 


WATERVILLE, N. Y., Dec, 30th, 1878.—News reached Waterville this 
morning of considerable excitement in Deansville, about what was said 
to be a remarkable cure that had just been effected in that village. 
The case, as reported, was so unaccountable that many regarded it as 
little short of a miracle, and the circumstances entire were so peculiar 
that your correspondent has taken the pains to learn from David W. 
Barton, the father of the sick girl, the story of the cure. The- parties 
concerned are reputable and well known, and are not Spiritualists. Mr. 
Barton says that his daughter Gertie, aged about fourteen years, has 
been sick for several months with a chronic discase of the stomach, 
which has baflled the physicians. Latterly she has been under the 
care of Drs. Munger and Allen, of Waterville. For the past fortnight 
she has been running down, and has not taken any nourishment in nine 
days. Mrs. C. T. Pooler, wife of the ex-school commissioner, a lady 
who claims to be a ‘ Perfectionist” in religious matters, had iuci- 
dentally remarked to her husband that she believed she could cure Miss 
Barton. “Why don’t yon do it?” was the reply. ‘The time has not 
yet come,” said Mrs. Pooler. Yesterday, after the regular visit of the 
physicians, Mrs. Pooler started up, and went to the house of Mr, 
Barton, entering rather unceremoniously, and made her way into the 
room where the sick daughter was in company with her nurse, Mrs. 
Ilatheway. 

“Jesus Christ has scut me here to cure you,” said Mrs. Pooler; “do 
you want to be cured ?” : 

The somewhat wild appearance of the comer startled all parties in 
the house, and the event, it was feared, would prove fatal to the 
sick girl. Mrs. Pooler grasped the hands of the invalid, shook them 
violently, and permeated her with what Mr. Barton terms ‘‘ mesmerism,” 
or “ magnetism,” and, after the mesmeric flutter, told her to get up and 
eat. Though she had not been able to take a particle of the most 
simple nourishment for days, she roused, dressed herself, and hag eaten 
hearty meals since. 

Miss Gertie is about the house to-day for the first time in some 
months, has to-day eaten a hearty dinner, and is comparatively “a 
well girl.” Her home has been visited by many to-day, but only a few 
lave been allowed to see the convalescent girl. 

A leading Spiritualist remarked this afternoon that Mrs. Pooler 
had effected the cure ‘‘ by the essence of Spiritualism ;” but there is 
not one of the persons concerned but what is opposed to Spiritualism, 
and denies any association with what are called spiritual manifesta- 
tions. The case is at least a remarkable one, as the decease of Miss 
Gertie had been expected hourly—indeed, the rumour of her death had 
reached Waterville yesterday. Dr. Munger states that the disease was 
as above stated, but that the case is not more surprising than other cures 
on record. He says her pulse was good yesterday, and that he made 
the remark that all that was needed for her recovery was an ability to 
take nourishment. The story of her recovery was not, in view of her 
recent condition, credited in Waterville till the testimony of Mr. Barton 
was secured. The case is on every one’s lips, and Mr. Barton is a happy 
man, though at a loss to account for the sudden transition.— Correspon- 
dence of the Utica Herald, 
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Mr. J. W. Fietcuer informs us that a celebration of the thirty- 
first auniversary of modern Spiritualism will take place at the Cavendish 
Rooms next Sunday by two serviees—one in the morning at eleven 
o'clock, in which children will take part; and a second in the 
evening at seven, at which many well-known speakers will be present, 
and letters from prominent Spiritualists both at home and abroad 
will be read. AH are cordially invited to attend. 
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THE EXPERIENCES OF A SEER, 

Tas chapter on ‘Second Sight” in the Rev. Charles 
Beecher’s book on Spiritualism is chiefly devoted to the 
singular and life-long experience of the Rev, Prof. Dr. C. 
E. Stowe, of Hartford.. Prof. Stowe (now in Florida with 
his wife) is a seer; he has all his life seen visions—some of 
them actual spiritual beings, some mere phantoms, or sub- 
jective creatures, depending, as he thinks, on the condition 
of his brain in childhood. His account of them is certainly 
curious. The professor says :— 

My. childish steps were surrounded by a species of vision 
or apparition, so clear and distinct that I often found great 
diffigulty in discriminating between the forms of real life 
and these shifting shapes, that had every appearance of 
reality, except that they dissolved at the touch. All my 
favourite haunts had their particular shapes and forms, 
which it afforded me infinite amusement to watch, in their 
varying movements. 

Particularly at night, after I had gone to bed, and the 
candle was removed from my room, the whole atmosphere 
around my bed seemed like that which Raphael shadowed 
forth around his Madonna San Sisto—a palpitating crowd of 
faces and torms, changing in dim and gliding quietude. I 
have often wondered whether any personal experience similar 
to mine suggested to the artist this living background to 
this picture. For the most part these phantoms were 
agreeable to me, and filled me with dreamy delight. Some- 
times distinct scenes or visions would rise before my mind, 
in which I seemed to looked far beyond the walls of the 
house, and see things passing wherein were several actors, 
I remember one of these, which I saw very often, represent- 
ing a venerable, old, white-headed man, playing on a violin, 
He was always accompanied by a tall, magnetic woman, 
dressed in a strange, outlandish costume, in which [ parti- 
cularly remarked a high fur cap of a peculiar form. As he 
played, the woman appeared to dance, in time to the music. 
Another scene which frequently presented itself to my eyes 
was that of a green meadow by the side of a lake of very 
calm water. From a grove on one side of the lake would 
issue the miniature form of a woman, clothed in white, with 
a wide golden girdle around her waist, and long black hair 
hanging down to her middle, which she constantly smoothed 
down with both her hands, with gentle, rythmical move- 
ments, as she approached me. Ata certain point of approach 
she always turned her back and began a rapid retreat to the 
grove, and invariably, as she turned, there appeared behind 
her the image of a little misshapen dwarf, who pattered 
after her with ridiculous movements which always made me 
laugh. Night after night during a certain year of my life 
this pantomime never failed to follow the extinction of the 
candle, and was to me a never-failing source of delicht. 

One thing was peculiar about these forms—they appeared 
to cause a vibration of the great central nerves of the body, 


as when a harpstring is struck. So I could feel in myself | 
the jar of the dwarf’s pattering feet, the soft rhythmic move- ' | 


ments of the little woman stroking down her long hair, the 
vibration of the violin, and the steps of the dancing old 
woman. Nobody knew of this still and hidden world of 
pleasure which was thus nightly opened to me. 

My mother used often to wonder, when, hours after she 
had put me to bed, she would find me lying perfectly quiet 
with my eyes widely and calmly open. Once or twice I 
undertook to tell her what I saw, and was hushed up with 
‘¢ Nonsense, child! there hasn’t been anybody in the room. 
You shouldn’t talk so”... One peculiarity of these 
appearances was that certain of them seemed like a sort of 
genis loci—shapes belonging to certain places. The appa- 
rition of the fairy woman with the golden girdle appeared 
only in a certain room, where I slept one year, and which 
had across one of its corners a sort of closet called a buffet. 
From this buffet the vision took its rise; and when my 
parents moved to another house it never appeared again, 

A similar event in my shadow-world had marked our 
coming to my grandtather’s to live. The old violin-player 
and his wife had for a long time been my nightly enter- 
tainers, but the first night after we were established in the 
apartments given us for our use by Aunt Lois, I saw them 


enter as they usually did, seeming to come right through 
the wall of the room. They, however, surveyed the apart- 
ment with a sort of confused, discontented movement, and 
seemed to talk to each other with their backs to me; finally 
I heard the old woman say, ‘‘ We can’t stay here ;” and 
immediately I saw them passing through the hall of the 
house. I saw after them as clearly as if the wall had 
dissolved, and given my eyes a vision of all out-doors. They 
went to my grandfather’s wood-pile and looked irresolutely 
round; finally they mounted on the pile and seemed to sink 
gradually through it and disappear. I never saw them 
afterwards, l 

But another of the companions of my solitude was more 
constant to me. This was the form of a young boy, about 
my own age, who for a year past had frequently come to me 
at night, and seemed to look lovingly upon me, and with 
whom I used to have a sort of social communion, without 
words, in a manner far more perfect than human language. 
I thought to him, and in return I received silent demon- 
strations of sympathy and fellowship from him. I called 
him Harvey, and used, as I lay looking in his face, mentally 
to tell him many things about the books I read, the games 
I played, and the childish joys and griefs I had; and in 
return he seemed to express affection and sympathy, by a 
strange communication, as lovers sometimes talk to cach 
other by distant glances. 

To the author’s inquiry whether these vistons were subject 
to his (Prof. Stowe’s) volition, the reply was :— 

« Never, in the slightest degree.” 

“ Have you ever seen and touched departed friends 7” 

« Yes, I have scen H., and felt his hand in my own.” 


MESMERISING WITH THE ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


For some years past Dr. Charcot, an eminent medical 
professor, has been giving, at the Asyluin of La Salpetriere, 
Paris, extra official courses of clinical lectures on the ner- 
vous maladies with which his work is so largely con- 
cerned. ‘These weekly lectures have been highly popular, 
and special interest has been excited this year, as the 
professor has taken up questions connected with somnam- 
bulism and animal magnetism, a class of phenomena which 
have, perhaps, been too much in the hands of charlatans 
hitherto, and the truth about which has been largely mixed 
with error and absurdity. Reporting the professor's experi- 
ments to La Nature, Dr. Cartaz considers he las given 
positive demonstration that somnambulism, catalepsy, &c., 
are among the numerous forms of hysteria. 

Dr. Charcot showed that certain hysteric persons could be 
easily thrown, under certain conditions, into such states. 
Thus, a patient is placed before an intense light—e.g., the 
electric—and requested to look at it. In a few seconds or 
minutes she becomes motionless in a state of catalepsy. The 
eyes are fixed, the limbs are supple, and will keep any 
position given them. In this state paysioguomy seems to 
reflect to some extent the expressions of the gestures: if the 
limbs be put in a threatening attitude, the face darkens; if 
the fingers be joined on the lips as if to wave a kiss, the face 
becomes smiling and open; but beyond such modifications 
from attitude the patient remains impassive, fixed, and 
insensible to the outer world. If the luminous beam be now 
interrupted with a screen or by closing the eyelids, the cata- 
lepsy suddenly gives place to a state of lethargy or somnum- 
bulism. ‘The patient falls on her back, her neck being 
stretched, her breathing lond (accompanied by slight hiccup), 
the eyes convulsed, with all the symptoms of the beginning 
of a hystero epileptic attack. 

On being called loudly, she will rise and come to the 
person calling, will perform at request various combined 
movements, as writing, sewing, &, and sometimes answer 
questions, al] the time being in complete aniesthesia. Other 
agencies besides light will bring on those crises—e.y., they 
may be produced by sound ; and to illustrate this Dr. Charcot 
procured a gigantic tuning-fork, giving avery deep note, and 
sounded it when one of the patients was seated on the reson- 
ance case; she soon fell into catalepsy. The somnambniliat 
state is easily dissipated—e.g., by blowing in the face. One 
notable experiment of Dr. Charcot proved that the two 
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states—eatalepsy and lethargy—eould exist simultaneously 
in one person. 

The patient being pntin the former state is made lethargic 
on one side by erossing the eye of that side or shutting off 
the luminous ray from it with a screen; this side (say the 
left) has then no longer the property which the right has of 
maintaining any given attitude in the limbs. A peculiar 
muscular hyperexcitability (as Dr, Chareot further shows) 
appears with the lethargy. By gently pressing or rubbing 
a muscle it ean be made to contract immediately ; and on 
pressing the trunk of a nerve, the muscle to which it passes 
will contract. In this way may be produced those various 
facial changes which Dr. Duehenne, of Boulogne, has ob- 
tained with electricity. ‘The nature of the nervous disorders 
in question is far from being adequately known as yet, and 
Dr. Charcot does not offer any scientific explanations. It is 
important that exact observations should be aceumulated, 
and the precise conditions of the phenomena, their modifi- 
cations under such and such causes, &., be determined.— 
Lhe Times, 


On ee 
LEIAR III IIIF PIILSI PIR 


SPONTANEOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL PHENOMENA, 
BY ELIZA BOUCHER. 


Tnx following two narratives I met with in the Ilon. 
Grantley Berkeley’s Life and Recollections. The author is, 
I believe, still living, and is one of the younger sons of the 
late Earl Berkeley, of Berkeley Castle, Gloucestershire. It 
was in the kitchen, at Cranford (one of the family residences, 
and adjoining Hounslow Heath), that the author and his 
brother witnessed the following phenomenon. 

The strong points which make the narrative particularly 
worthy of notice are, first, the fact that the apparition 
was secu by two persons at the same time; secondly, the 
absenee of excitement or suggestion; thirdly, that coming 
from a non-Spiritualistic souree, it corroborates and illus- 
trates the Spiritualistic theory of the gradual and sometimes 
interrupted formation of the spirit body ; and fourthly, that 
the gliding motion of the figure precisely corresponds with 
the ancients’ description of the movements of their Lemurs, 
and shows, therefore, the wonderful similarity which exists 
belween the reeords of this class of natural though some- 
what rare and inexplicable phenomena. 

Premising that the rule of the house was that all servants 
should be in bed by ten o'clock, that himself and brother 
were on the eve of a midnight expedition in search of 
poachers, ‘ well armed, in no mood to be nervously excited, 
aud little inclined to be afraid of anything,” the author 
proceeds: ‘We passed by the still-room, intending, by 
crossing the kitchen and going through the scullery, to reach 
the eourtyard by the back way. The large old honse was as 
still as death when my land turned the handle of the 
kitchen dvor, whieh partially admitted me to the room, at 
the bottom of the long table which—starting from between 
the entrance where I was, and the door of exit to the 
scullery—ran up, to my left in its full length to the great 
fireplace and tall, expansive kitchen screen. ‘The sereen 
stood to the right of the fireplace as I looked at it, so that a 
large body of glowing embers in the grate threw a steady, 
distinct glare of red light throughout the entire of the large 
apartment, making the smallest thiug visible, and falling 
full on the tall figure of a woman, divided from me only by 
the breadth of the bottom of the table. She was dressed, 
or secined to be dressed, as a maid-servant, with a sort of 
poke bonnet and a dark shawl drawn or pinned tightly across 
her breast. On my entrance she slowly turned her head to 
look at me, and as she did so every feature ought to have 


stood forth in the light of the fire, but I at once saw that - 


there was beneath the bounct an indistinctness of outline 
not to be accounted for. 

“ Holding the door open with iny left hand, with the right 
against the post, I addressed to my brother, who was behind 
me, simply the word ‘ Look,’ As I uttered this the fignre 
seemed to commence gliding, rather than proceeding by steps, 
slowly on up the kitehen towards the fireplace, while I 
lowered’ my right arm from the post, and turned to leb my 
brother in, then closed the door, locked it, and put the key 
in my pocket. In reply to me my brother said, ‘ I see her ; 
there she goes.’ 


“ I had not told him what I had seen; therefore could in 
no way have suggested the idea he seemed to entertain. 

« After I had thus locked the door, on turning round there 
was no woman to be seen, so I asked my brother whither she 
had gone. He instantly replied, ‘Up the kitchen towards 
the sereen.? ‘Come on then,’ I cried; ‘let’s have some fun 
and eateh her to see who it is,’ 

‘< Our impression was that it was one of the maid-servants 
sitting up long after the usual hours, and we at once pro- 
ceeded, cach taking a separate corner of the screen, and 
mecting on the side next the fire—but there was nothing 
there! Astonished atthis, we then commenceda minute search 
of the kitchen, looked up the ehimney and beneath the table, 
into the oven, and into the drawers ; in short, into every nook 
and corner that could have held a rat. There was no living 
thing in the kitehen but ourselves. The windows were fast, 
and so high in the walls that even with the aid of thedresser 
no one could have reached them. The door by which we 
liad entered was Joeked, and the key in my eustody ; and the 
only other door into the scullery we found locked, and the 
key on the side with us. The form resembled no one we had 
ever known. It came to indicate no treasure, nor to point to 
any spot of perpetrated crime; it came we knew not why, and 
went we know not whither, and the only rumour of a ghost 
we had ever heard arose from an occurrence that happened 
many years before to my father.” 

This occurrence the author proceeds to narrate. It relates 
to the mysterious disappearance of a figure from a eourt- 
yard adjoining the kitchen into the cellars, but with his 
usual candour and accuracy he adds that there was a possi- 
bility that it might have been a ‘follower’ of one of the 
servants, who watched the entrance while the cellar was 
being searched, and whose escape was consequently facilitated 
by them. 

The second occurrence, which also happened in the experi- 
ence of the same author, points to the eonclusion that, under 
certain conditions during sleep, the soul is temporarily freed 
from its eonnection with the body, and enabled to communi- 
eate with those for whom it has a strong spiritual affinity. 
I give it also in the author’s own words ; he says :—* I had 
been aslecp some time when there appeared to come to my 
bedside a lady whom J had known very well, and she seemed 
to speak to me on a particular occurrence. She did not look 
on me as she had done of late years, after her marriage, 
with melancholy eyes and a handsome face pallid with 
regret, but she eame or seemed to come in the freshness of 
her early youth; her eyes lustrously bright indeed, but 
softly and sweetly expressive, denoting a heart at rest, or if 
not quite at rest, enjoying the ealm eonfidence of first affec- 
tion. She was in a white muslin dress, precisely like one I 
had seen her wear, with a gold tiara on her forehead. What 
she said to me matters very little to others; in my sleep, 
however, I thought that after hearing from her lips what she 
came to declare I informed her ‘ that she was but a vision 
created by sleep, sent to mock me with swect and bitter 
recollections, and that in the morning I should set it all 
down to distempered imagination.” She was not anery 
with me, but smiling as in her happiest days ; then holding 
np her hand as if to draw my attention, she sat down on 
the foot of the bed, leaned on her arm, and regarding m 
with a look of peculiar intelligence pointed to the pluie 
where she had rested. She disappeared, and I awoke, aud 
sat upin bed. The figure and the dream, cn the instant, 
made an impression on me, and so simultancously did she 
fade away as I started up that I instantly left my bed, lit a 
candle at the lamp elose at hand, and in two steps examined 
the place where the phantom had seemed to rest. There 
was a double indentation there, as if a weight had sunk on 
the bed in one place, and in the other as evident a mark as 
any hand could have made when supporting a leaning form. 
As, with the light in my hand, I stood ia amazement over 
the spot, I distinctly saw the hollows that were there 
gradually rise up and fill out, so that in a moment, and as I 
looked upon them, the bed became on its surface as smooth 
as before.” 

I cannot help thinking that were these two narratives 
more widely known they would soon occupy a high position 


in the history of psychological phenomena, 
Albion Villa, Fremantle-square, Bristol, 
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NEW AND CURIOUS MANIFESTATIONS IN 
PHILADELPHIA. 


(To the Editor of “‘ The Spiritualist,” ) 


Sir,—Among the new manifestations in this city of 
Philadelphia of a peculiar character, I will mention the new 
phase of control over the organism of Mr. William B. 
Powell, now residing at 422, North Highth-street. It claims 
to be effected by an Indian band. The old war-chiefs 
“Tecumseh” and “ Wyonia” are announced as the leading 
spirits connected with the band, and to give these new and 
marvellous manifestations. 

The spirit writes through this medium on paper, and on 
the slate. The marks on the paper resemble those made 
with a lead pencil ; those on the slate are white, like writing 
done with a slate pencil, although neither are held or used 
by the medium. His fingers are moved over the paper or 
slate, sometimes in contact, at other times at a distance, 
and plain legible writing is produced under some scientific 
Jaw unknown to us. It sometimes appears just as legibly on 
the opposite side of a closed double slate, when he passes his 
index finger over the outer slate ; his finger is not always in 
contact with the cover. On opening the slate, where 
previously there was only a clean surface, we find legible 
words and short. sentences. 

It is known when Mr. Powell is being entranced. His 
eycs begin to stare, they are nearly fixed, and look forwards 
and downwards; there is no motion of the head while he is 
under this influence, except when the Indian “runt” is 
well imitated. When the writing is going on, every word 
terminates in a grunt. Tecumseh’s is of a bass sound, 
Wyonia’s more of a tenor. The right hand is gradually 
raised to a level with his shoulder, then closing all his fingers 
except one, which stands out straight and rigid, the latter 
is held there till all the persons in the circle touch it or 
handle it; then the writing commences. 

I enclose you a sample which was written under full gas- 
light, in his own house, in the presence of witnesses. The 
paper was pinned on the wall some time before a question 
was asked, to which the answer—“ Me. Yes’’—was written. 
While the medium was pointing his finger towards the 
paper, his feet, by actual measurement, stood seven fect out 
from the wall. 

Some very wonderful tests were also written there in my 
presence on the slate, in answer to questions propounded 
while Mr. Powell was entranced. 


SoLomon W. Jewett, D.M. 
Philadelphia, Pa., Fob. 9th, 1879. 


DEATH-ROPE REPENTANCE. 


Tae demoralising effect of the doctrine of momentary 
repentance atoning for a life of crime, was noticed by not a 
few general newspapers, directly after the recent execution 
of the murderer Peace. 


The American Jnter- Ocean has a Cleveland letter reporting: in 


the last days of a murderer, Charles McGill, who shot his 


mistress, Mary Kelly, a year ago. With no word of 
dispute or warning, he fired ten bullets into her bleeding 
body, as she was so near him on a lounge that the powder 
burned his hair as the first shot disfigured her beautiful face. 
The Inter-Ocean reporter found him smoking a cigar and 
talking of his crime in a cool and heartless manner, and 
says :— 

“ Instead of passing his last night on earth in restlessness 
and horrible dwelling on the morrow, Charles R, McGill, 
Mary Kelly’s murderer, spent most of the time in quiet 
slumber. ‘It’s genuine sweet repose, too,’ stated the guard, 
in answer to the question, and ‘ McGill has repented, and is 
satisfied that he will be saved through Christ.’ 

“The Inter-Ocean correspondent accompanied the Rey, L, 
Cooley, spiritual adviser of McGill, to his cell to-day, and 
listened to fervent prayers by the gentleman and the con- 
demned, The latter then sung a hymn with a fine tenor 
voice, and expressed his satisfaction that Christ had died for 
sinners, and he among the chicfest might be saved. The 
prisoner viewed the scaffold, and expressed himself satisfied 
with it. The remainder of the day was occupied conversing 
with counsel and his brothers, and reading the Bible.” 


SPIRITUALISM AND THE MATERIALISTIC PHILOSOPHY 
OF GERMANY. 


BY E. T, WAKEFIELD, 

In a work just published, Zhe Evolution of Alan, from the 
German of Professor Heckel, p. 99, there occurs the follow- 
ing passage :— 

“Tt is most unfortunate that the imagination of this 
gifted naturalist” [Mr. Wallace] “has since become diseased, 
and that he now only plays the part of a Spiritualist in the 
spiritualistic society of London.” 

That so weak a statement should be put forward by a 
writer advocating a ‘‘ new philosophy” is unfortunate, for 
it is difficult to avoid drawing the practical inference that 
an author so egregiously wrong on a subject with which 
many millions of educated men and women are familiar, is 
not equally wrong in his inferences as to other subjects with 
which they are not well acquainted. 

Allow me to ask the learned professor: Who has the 
most diseased imagination, or evinces the greatest credality— 
he whose belief rests on the broad, solid basis of fact now 
laid by Spiritualists, as compared with which the professor's 
too often fine-spun inferences are as airy nothings, or the 
man who can believe or imagine that many millions of 
educated minds can at one and the same time all be insane 
on one subject, and perfectly sane on every other? 

Let the professor remember that nine-tenths of those 
who believe the facts of Spiritualism, believe after investi- 
gation ; and nine-tenths of those who disbelieve them, 
disbelieve without investigation. 

As a question of weight of evidence, the belicf in alleged 
facts that follows investigation in one person ontweighs the 
belief of a thousand formed without investigation. 

Onc is manly conviction—the honest desire to know the 
truth, with courage to profess it; the other I will not 
characterise, beyond observing that the best of it is no 
better than the belief of the unthinking, following herd. 

As I regard the attitude of the spirits of German philo- 
sophy of the present day towards these incontrovertible but 
most inconvenient facts of Spiritualism, the long-ago 
recorded cry of disquieted spirits forcibly occurs to me :— 


“Why art thou come to torment us before our time?” 


For assuredly these great facts of Spiritualism lay the axe 
to the root of German scepticism. 

Its high priests of to-day may never investigate and 
never believe; but the facts remain, and the men, passing 
away, wil! be succeeded by others who will believe; and it 
is at the hands of such men, worthy to give it, that great 
inen like Mr. Wallace will receive their due reward. 

Hanover Lodge, Harrow-on-the-Hill, Mareh 21, 1879. 


THE WAKEFULNESS AND DREAMS OF OLD PERSONS. 

WHEN age begins, the quantity of sonnd sleep lessens. 
In extreme age the tendency to longer sleep returns, and 
part of the day is past in somnolency, the more necessary 
that the rest at night is frequently broken. 


The celebrated De Moivre slept twenty hours out of the 
twenty-four, and Thomas Parr latterly slept away by far 
the greater part of his existence. 

Dr. Rush observes of the wakefuluess of old people :— 
“ Such is the excitability of the system in the first stages 
of old age, that there is no pain so light, no anxiety so 
trifling, aud no sound so small, as not to produce wake- 
fulness in old people. It is owing to tlicir imperfect sleep 
that they are sometimes as unconscious of the moment of 
their passing from a sleeping to a waking state, as young 
and middle-aged people are of the moment in which they 
pass from a waking to a sleeping state. Hence we so often 
hear them complain of passing sleepless nights. This, no 
doubt, frequently is the case; but I am satisfied, from the 
result of an inquiry made upon the subject, that they often 
sleep without knowing it, and that their complaints in the 
morning of the want of sleep arise from ignorance, without 
the least intention to deccive.” . 

Dreaming is universal among old people. It probably 


Ifi has to do with their imperfect sleep.—Dr. Herbert Mayo. 


Marcu 28, 1879. 
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THE PRACTICE OF CREMATION IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
Tur following correspondence has just been issued from the Home 
Office :— 
“ The Seerctary to the Cremation Socicty to the Right Hon. R. A. Cross, 
Se., Secretary of State for the Home Department. 


“ 11, Argyll-stroot, London, Feb. 3, 1879. 

“Sir,—Referring to the published report of the proceedings on the 
occasion of a deputation which waited upon you relative to the esta- 
blishment of a Crematory at Woking, I am instructed by the executive 
body of the Council of the Cremation Society, for which I act, a list of 
which Council is herewith attached, to lay before you the following 
facts :=— 

“ The Cremation Society of England was founded in 1874, with purely 
public objects, and not for gain, by a number of scientific and other gen- 
tlemen, on the basis of the following declaration, which has been very 
numcrously signed :— 

‘“ CREMATION Sociery.—Cremation, having now been performed with 
perfect success, a society has been constituted on the basis of the 
following declaration, which has been iufluentially signed :—‘ We dis- 
approve tho present custom of burying the dead, and desiro to substitute 
some mode which shall rapidly resolve the body into its component 
elements by a process which cannot offend the living, and shall render 
the remains absolutely innocuous. Until some better method is devised 
wo desire to adopt that usually known as cremation.’ A great number 
of adhesions to this were afterwards sent in, and subscriptions were 
received, The earliest duty of the Council was to ascertain whether 
cremation could bo legally performed in this country, and a case was 
drawn up and submitted to eminent counsel. A copy of opinion is en- 
closed herewith, and being in favour of the proposed reform, the Council 
decided to go on. A still more decidedly favourable opinion was given 
in writiog, although unofficially, by Lord Selborne to one of the Council. 
In 1875 it was proposed to erect a building for the performance of the 
rite, and a large sum of money was subscribed for the purpose. A 
piece of ground was offered to the society iu the Great Northern 
Cemetery of London, and a building would havo been at once erected 
had the bishop of the dioceso not objected to its establishment in 
consecrated ground. The history of the society at this stage will be 
secn in tho report seut herewith. Soon after this it appeared that 
in several parts of Europe and in America, cremation was becoming 
permissive, and several cremations took place in Milan, Dresden, and 
other places. Still later on cremation was permitted in Gotha. A 
paper descriptive of the systems in use in Europe and America also 
accompanies this communication. This paper also furnishes a list of 
tho modern cremations up to that date. The last cremation at Gotha 
was attended by a great many of the clergy. A short translation 
from a journal describing this ceremony is enclosed. After much 
seeking for a secluded yet accessible spot, a piece of ground not far 
from tho Cemetery at Woking was obtained, and the Council of the 
society thought this a suitable site for a cemetery pyre, as being 
near the Necropolis, and having a service of trains suitable for the 
conveyance of the dead. It may here be repeated that the society is 
not in any way a trading society, but simply a scientific society, In 
order that the scope and aim of tho society may be fully understood, 
I enclose a copy of No. 1 of the Transactions of the Society, in which 
are set forth its rules and regulations. Iam further instructed to say 
that some of tho members of Council will be happy to wait upon you, if 
agreeablo to your wish, with further information, or for the purpose of 
learning your views in the matter of their further procedure at any time 
you may appoint. The society have throughout aimed at carrying on 
what they believe to be hygienic reform, with thoughtful consideration 
of the sentiments and interests of other persons concerned, and they are 
anxious at this stage, as at all others, to proceed in the same spirit. 

«W. Eassiz, C.E., 
“ Engineer and Secretary to the Society.” 

PnovisioxnaL CovunoiL or tue CREMATION Society. — Sir Henry 
‘Thompson, London, chairman, pro tem; the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Mar; Watkin Williams, Esq., M.P.; Mrs. Crawshay, Merthyr; Miss 
d*rauces Power Cobbe, London; the Rev. H. R. Haweis, London; the 
Rev. Brooke Lambert, ''amworth ; the Rev. Charles Voysey, London ; 
tho Rev. James Long, Church missionary, Calcutta; the Rev. Maurice 
Davies, M.A., Londou; the Rev. E. Fisher, M.A., London; the Rev. 
W. W. Jackson, Fellow and Tutor of Exeter College, Oxford; the Rev. 
M. Kirkham, Hampstead; G. Du Maurier, Esq, Hampstead ; F. D. 
Mocatta, Esq., London; John Marshall, sq., J.P., London; E. J. 
Welby, B.A., Trinity College, Cambridge ; Geo. J. Wild, Esq., LL.D., 
barrister, London; Dr. Humphrey Sandwith, C.B., Loudon ; ‘t. Spencer 
Wells, Esq., London ; Ernest Hart, Esq., London; Chas. I. J. Lord, 
lisq,, Hampstead; Alex. Strahan, Esq., London; Fredk. Lehmann, 
sq, London, hon. treasurer; Geo, Hawkins, sq., London; W. Shaen, 
lisq., London; Major Vaughan, Army and Navy Club, London ; Major 
H. H. Godwin Austen, London ; Professor Cairnes, Blackheath ; Francis 
Galton, sq, F.R.S., Loudon ; Anthony Trollope, Esq., London; J. 8. 
Millais, Esq., R.A., London; John Tenniel, Esq., London; M, Berke- 
ley Hill, Iusq., Loudou; Tom Taylor, Esq., London; Higford Bun, 
Esq., Reading ; Titus Salt, Esq., J.P., Saltaire; Dr. Priestley, Londou ; 
and Henry Leslie, lésq., Londou. 


“The Under Secretary of State to the Secretary to the Cremation Socicty. 
“ Whitchall, Fob, 7th, 1879. 

Sin,—I am directed by the Secretary of Stato to acknowledge the 
roceipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, and enclosures, explaining the 
objects of the society calling itself the Cremation Socicty, and giving 
tho names of the principe] members constituting the Council of the 
socicty; and with reference to the wish conveycd iu your letter of the 
Council of the society to see the Secretary of State on the subject of the 


oN 


objections in the way of carrying out the design of the society, I am to 
inform you that the Secretary of State will shortly make an appointment 
for the purpose of receiving such a deputation, 


A, F. O. LIDDELL 
«W, Eassic, Esq, C.E. 11, Argyll-street, W.” 


“The Assistant Under Secretary af State to the Secretary to the 
Cremation Society, 
“ Whitehall, Fob. 21, 1879. 

“ Sir,—With reference to your letter and enclosures of the 3rd inst., 
Iam directed by Mr. Secretary Cross to request that you will bring 
before the gentlemen forming the Council of the Association, calling 
itself the Cremation Society, the following observations on the subject of 
the introduction into this country of the practice of burning the remains 
of the dead, now generally known as the practice of cremation, which it 
appears that the above society has been organised to promote. Mr. 
Cross does not propose to enter into the question whether or not the 
system of cremation is in accordance with the feelings of the public, 
or with the respect due by law to dead bodies; it is sufficient for him 
to point out that it is a system which, in this country, is entirely novel, 
and that whether or not the law forbids it altogether, the public interest 
requires that it should not be adopted until many matters of great social 
import have beon duly considered and provided for. Burial can be fol- 
lowed by exhumation, but the process of cremation is final; the result 
of the practice, therefore, would be, that it would tend, in cases where 
death had been occasioned by violence or poison, to defeat the ends of 
justice; there will no longer be an opportunity for that examination 
which in so many cases has led to the detection and punishment of 
crime, The practice of ordinary burial has become interwoven with the 
legislative arrangements of the country, and is closely connected with 
various safeguards respecting death, with the statistics of death, and 
with the evidence of death. The minister buries a corpse on the pro- 
duction of a certificate of death and its cause, the burial ensures the 
certificate, the certificate ensures the certainty of death, and is a check 
against foul practices. Again, the form in which the certificate is pro- 
duced to the minister is that given by the registrar, who issues the cer- 
tificate in exchange for that of the medical attendant, and thus 
the statistical object is secured. Further, the certificate of burial is 
in all legal proceedings the proper and most economical form of the 
evidence of death. All these objects would be frustrated by the practice 
of cremation, unless that practice were in its tumm surrounded by legis- 
lative provisions analogous to those which surround burial. I am, 
therefore, to acquaint you, for the information of the promoters of the 
Cremation Society, that Mr. Cross cannot acquiesce in the continuauce 
of the uudertaking of the society to carry out the practice of cremation, 
either at their works now in progress at Woking or elsewhere in this 
country, until Parliament has authorised such a practice by either a 
special or a general Act, and that if the undertaking is persisted in it 
will be his duty either to test its legality in a court of law, or to apply 
to Parliament for an Act to prohibit it until Parliament has had an 
opportunity of considering the whole subject. “ GODFREY LUSHINGTON. 

& The Secretary to the Cremation Society, 

11, Argyll-streot, London, W.” 


“ The Secretary to the Cremation Society to the Right Honourable R, A. 
„Cross, Her Majesty's Secretary of State, Home Department. 
“ 11, Argyle-stroot, London, Feb. 28, 1879. 

“ Sım,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
referring to the practice of cremation, and beg to state that I will, as 
soon as possible, call a meeting of the Council of the Cremation Society, 
and lay it before them, after which I will take the first opportunity of 
communicating to you the results of that meeting, «OW, Eassiz.” 

Deputation to the Home Office, 

A deputation, consisting of the Committee of the Council of tho 
Cremation Society of England, Sir Henry Thompson, Mr. Ernest Hart, 
Mr. T. Spencer Wells, Mr. W. Robinson, and Mr. W. Hassie, C.E., had 
an interview on March 20th with Mr. Cross at the Home Office, for the 
purpose of discussing the principles on which they propose to establish 
cremation in the United Kingdom.—The deputation stated that the 
society had been instituted for the purpose of ascertaining the value, 
and promoting inquiries into the subject of cremation. They did not 
desire to interfere with the religious belief of the people, and their 
motives, primarily, were of a purely sanitary, social, and scientific 
character. But while they admitted that there was manifest prejudice 
against the innovation, nevertheless they ventured to predict that the 
time would come when cremation would, from a hygienic point of view, 
be the recognised system of dealing with the dead. Besides many other 
defects of the present mode of interment, it was notorious that burial 
grounds were both injurious to the health of the inhabitants around and 
largely contributed to the pollution of wells and streams throughout the 
country. In one burial ground alone in the north of London it was 
computed that £00,000 bodies had been stacked upon the top of each 
other.—Mr. Cross, in reply, suggested thata Bill might be brought into the 
House of Lords, so as to determine the matter upon a legal basis, and 
clear the ground of any doubt as to the wisdom of establishing crema- 
tion. He thought that the best way of dealing with the matter, which 
was one of no ordinary difliculty.—The deputation agreed, in deference 
to the wishes expressed by Mr. Cross, not to proceed further at present 
with the erection of more machinery until the question raised could be 
settled by discussion in Parliament upou the proposed new system of 
registration. 

As the matter of cremation has been raised in Parliament, it may not 
be nuinteresting to state what has actually been done at Woking. The 
crematory chamber of the proposed establishment of the Cremation 
Society of London having been completed under the supervision of Pro- 
fessor Gorini, of Lodi—the inventor of the system adopted—and the 
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immediate dircetion of his assistant, Signor Carlo Zeda, of Milan, its 
practical capabilities have just been tested in the presence of two or 
three members of the ‘Cremation Society, including Mr. Wm. Eassie, 
C.E., the secretary; Professor Gorini, Signor Zeda, and two friends 
of the last-named gentlemen. A mass of flesh and bone, of the weight 
of one hundred and fifty pounds, was introduced inte the ehamber, the 
fire having been lighted about twenty minutes before the flames were 
turned on and made to act upon it, 

The desired and expeeted effeet was entirely attained, and the appa- 
ratus worked admirably. ‘The degree of heat attained was said by 
Professor Gorini to be about six hundred centigrade degrees, whieh is 
over a thousand degrees Fahrenheit. In about twenty minutes after 
the mass had been enveloped in flames all the softer or fleshy portions 
had nearly disappearcd, and the gases resulting from their decompo- 
sition eame actively into play as fuel for the eonsumption of the 
remainder. ‘The attention of the bystanders was naturally directed to 
the detection of unpleasant odours produced by the process of combus- 
tion, or other disagreeables ; but none could be discovered, from the 
simple fact that the intense heat within the furnace, upon opening any 
or all of the air-holes on the side of the ehamber, produced sueh an 
in-draught that the escape of any obnoxious odour or gas was impos- 
sible. Nor was there smoke of any kind from the tall ehimney. Not 
only for the purpose of consuming the ordinary fuel smoke, but for 
intereepting the uneonsumed produets of the body, gaseous or otherwise, 
there is placed a little above the base of the chimney, within it, a grate, 
full of burning coke, which performs its intended office most effectually. 
Certainly the experiment could give physieal annoyance to no one. 


LAW INTELLIGENCE. 


HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE.—QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
(Sittings in Banco, before the Lorp Cmmr Justices and Mr. Justice 
Manisry.) 

THE QUEEN V. MORTIMER AND ANOTHER, 


In this case a rule had been obtained by Mr. Leigh Parry, on behalf 
of Mr. Weldon and Sir Henry de Bathe, calling on Mr. James Mortimer, 
the editor and proprietor of the London Figaro, and Mr. William Joseph 
Brown, the publisher of that journal, to show cause why a criminal 
information should not be filed against them. ‘he alleged libel was 
contained in a letter written by Mrs. Weldon, and which appeared in the 
Figaro of January 22nd as one of a series of letters on the subjeet of 
the lunaey laws, and formed a narrative of her own experiences, and 
of the attempts made by her husband to put her in a lunatie asylum. 
When the rule came to be argued Mr. Mortimer appeared in person to 
show cause on his own behalf and that of his co-defendant, assuming 
all responsibility for the publication of the matter eomplained of, and 
making a statement of facts which, he submitted, entitled him to the 
mereiful consideration of the Court, and which their lordships directed 
he should embody in an affidavit. 

The matter now argued came before the Court, when Mr. Serjeant 
Parry (with whom was Mr. Montagu Williams) appeared in support of 
the rule, and said that Mr. Mortimer was present, and had, he believed, 
filed the affidavits required. Mr. Mortimer, in showing cause, read the 
following affidavit :— 

“4, That until a few weeks past I was not personally acquainted with 
Mrs. Weldon, and I only knew her name in connection with reports of 
eertain lunaey proceedings in which she had been eoneerned. 

“2, That she wrote to me in October last a letter thanking me for 
publishing in the London Figaro an editorial article in reference to the 
present condition of the lunacy laws, and urging the necessity for their 
revision. She subsequently proposed to me (still without any personal 
acquaintance between us) to write for pnblication in the Figaro a narra- 
tive of her own ease, and the attempts alleged to have been made to 
incarcerate her in a private lunatic asylum. The general cireumstances 
had been frequently brought before the publie notice, and from what I 
had heard of Mrs. Weldon I thought, not only that she was entitled to 
submit her own statement to the public, but also that the facts were of 
great interest aud publie benefit in connection with the working of the 
lunacy laws. I therefore consented to her letters appearing in the 
London Figaro, subject to editorial supervision. 

“3. In the course of the publication of Mrs. Weldon’s letters I 
objected to and suppressed numerous passages which seemed to me to 
be improper and unlawful, beeause they were not statements of facts, 
but mere imputations of motives. 

“4, During the month of January last I was pressed with work, 
which temporarily absorbed almost my undivided attention, and I 
entrusted the supervision of Mrs. Weldon’s letters to my assistant 
editor. Jt therefore happened most unfortunately that the letter pub- 
lished on the 22nd January, in whieh the enumerated passages occur, 
escaped my personal supervision. 

“5, I did not read the enumerated letter until my attention was 
directed to it by the published report of the application to the Court for 
a criminal information against me. 

«6, If I had seen the said passage in manuscript or proof I should 
not have allowed it to appear in the London Figaro. 

«y, In the London Figaro of the 19th February, being the first 
number of the paper that went to press after I heard of the application 
for a criminal information, there appeared an article written by me, 
which I declared on oath not to have been as an aggravation of the 
offence eomplained of, but merely a defence of my motives in havisg 
allowed numerous letters of Mrs. Weldon to be published in the columns 
of the London Figaro, In that article I wroteand published the fullow- 
ing words :— 

“Up to the time of writing this paragraph, four days after the 
hearing of the application, we have received no official notice of the 
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rulc, and we therefore voluntarily declare that our sole object in pub- 
lishing Mrs. Weldon’s story has been and is to permit a defenceless 
woman, whom we sineerély believe to have been cruelly misrepresented 
and ill-used, an opportunity of vindicating herself before the public. 
We have had frequent interviews with Mrs. Weldon, and never have we 
observed in her the slightest symptoms of insanity. Mrs. Weldon is, 
in fact, endowed with talents far above the average amongst ordinary 
men or women, and if, in manifesting our sympathics for her by granting 
her the hospitality of our columns, we have allowed her more freedom 
than should have been accorded, we have her assurance that she has 
only told the truth, and is prepared to substantiate it. Asa matter of 
eourse, we entertain no animosity towards the personages who arc men- 
tioned in Mrs. Weldon’s letters, and, as she herself states, we have felt 
compelled to suppress some portions of her narrative. We utterly dis- 
claim all malice in this publication, and we were actuated solely and 
exclusively by a sense of public duty and the conviction that great 
wrongs are perpetrated under the present lunacy laws of England.’ 

“I declare on my oath that my intention in writing the above was not 
in any mannor to confirm or endorse the enumerated passages published 
on January 22, but that my purpose was, on the contrary, to make 
known to my readers that Mrs. Weldon alone was responsible for the 
truth or falsity of her statements, my allusion referring only to the general 
tenor of Mrs. Weldon’s narrative, the publieation cf which had eom- 
menced in the Figaro of Deeember 4, 1878, and had been eontinued 
from week to weck without interruption until this proseeution was 
instituted, when it was voluntarily suspended by me, I say upon my 
oath that allusion was not made in the above artiele to the unenumerated 
passage, whieh I would have suppressed had I seen it previously to 
publication. 

“8. That the passages complained of did not appear as a statement 
of the paper, or as an editorial comment ; but was part of a letter bearing 
the signature of Mrs. Weldon. I believed that Mrs, Weldon’s state- 
ments, written by herself and published under her signature, were 
entirely ber own, and would be accepted with due reservation, as mado 
on her sole responsibility. 

“9. Mr. Weldon and Sir Henry de Bathe are entire strangers to me, 
and I do declare upon my oath that I am perfcetly guiltless of any 
sentiment of maliee towards them. 

“10. That during the many years I have been a journalist no criminal 
information has ever previously been filed against me.” 

Having concluded reading his own affidavit, Mr. Mortimer said that 
through some mistake of his Mr. Wm. Joseph Brown, the other 
defendant, was not present, but he read his affidavit, which set forth 
that he was not appointed the publisher of the London Figaro until July 
Sth last. That he was a total stranger to the matter contained in the 
number of July 22nd, in which the article complained of as libellous 
had appeared, and that he had no eontrol over or interest in the publi- 
cation of the London Figaro, save as a elerk under the order and 
direction of the proprietor. 

Mr. Mortimer having read the affidavits, said: My lords, I have 
nothing more to add at present, 

Mr. Serjeant Parry—I am sorry that I cannot concur on the part of 
my clients in aceepting the apology that has been made by Mr. Mor- 
timer, unless it is the decided opinion of the Court that I should do so; 
I therefore ask your lordships to make the rule absolute. The libel 
complained of is of a most serious character as aficeting the honour of 
the two gentlemen I represent, against whom eharges of the most painful 
nature have been made. The letter whieli formed the subject of the 
present proccedings was written by Mrs. Weldon, and eouehed in the 
following terms :—- 

“ My own version or opinion on the whole affair is that Mr. Weldon 
wanted to get an excuse for putting into his own pocket the money he 
had to allow me, while Sir II. de Bathe was glad to get a husband for 
his eldest daughter, a young lady of twenty, and Dr. Winslow was glad 
to possess £500 a year. Once in his asylum, I should have been soon 
driven mad by tickling. Mr. Weldon often said he eould drive anyone 
mad in that way in five minutes ; and as it is easy to bribe anyone, 
especially lawyers, witnesses would casily be found to give evidence 
against me, so that my husband could obtain a divorce and marry Miss 
de Bathe, in case I did not die quickly enough, and I should be utterly 
ruined and made to disappear from the earth without my being able to 
say a word in my own defenee.” 

Now, at the time this was written Mrs. Weldon was in the possession 
of Tavistock House, and her husband was allowing ber £1,000 a year 
since their separation. This libel had been most extensively cireulated, 
and had eaused great pain and annoyanec both to Mr. Weldon and Sir 
Henry de Bathe. Mr, Mortimer had now apologised for its publication, 
but I must remind your lordships that he never did so until he eame into 
Court. I would now call your lordships’ attention to the artiele which 
appeared in the Figaro of February 19th, and which Mr, Mortimer in 
his affidavit admits he wrote. 

The Lord Chief Justice—I cannot help saying I very mueh regret 
that that article was published. If Mr. Mortimer had taken his stand 
on the ground that he had not seen the letter complained of as libellous 
before it was published, and that it had been inserted without his know- 
ledge; yet, although an editor is responsible for everything that appears 
in the paper he conducts, it would make all the difference on an applica- 
tion for a criminal information whether the publication of the libel was 
within his knowledge. The explanatory artiele makes the matter worse. 

Mr. Serjeant Parry--No apology is made by Mr. Mortimer in that 
article, in which the writer said he had hed several interviews with Mrs. 


- Weldon, and never discovered in her any evidences of insanity. 


The Lord Chief Justice—It was quite open to him to say that. 

Mr. Sergeant Parry said that this statement by Mr. Mortimer gave 
additional force to what Mrs. Weldon had published in his paper; and, 
further, speaking of the hospitality he had extended to Mrs. Weldon in 
his columns, said, if “we have allowed her more freedom than should 
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have been accorded, we have her assuranee that she only told the truth, 
and is prepared to substantiate it” That was the language used by the 
defendant in reference to a very gross, and, as the Lord Chief Justiee 
had ealled it, a ‘ flagitious libel.” 

The Lord Chief Justice—Mr. Mortimer says in his artiele: “ Our 
sole object in publishing Mrs. Weldon’s story has been, and is, to permit 
a defenceless woman, whom we most sincerely believe to have been 
cruelly misrepresented and ill-used, an opportunity of vindieating her- 
self before the publie.” After such an article we have no alternative 
but to make the rule absolute ; and the less said about it at present the 
better. But the rule will be made absolute against Mr. Mortimer only. 

Mrs. Weldon (who oceupied a seat at the back of the Court)—My lord 
may I be allowed— i 

The Lord Chief Justice—Oh! dear no! 

Mrs. Weldon—I only wish to say that everything I have said is true. 
Gaus absolute for a criminal information against the defendant 

Tortimer. 


SUNDAY SERVICES AT THE CAVENDISH ROOMS. 


AvrER some introductory remarks by Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald and 
the usual service, Mr. J. W. Fletcher began his inspirational lecture last 
Sunday night at the Cavendish Rooms, London, upon “ Death in the 
Transition Sphere, or the Beginning of Immortality.” 

He said that it is impossible for a man to take the beauty, peace, and 
enjoyment of the spirit world, while the duties and responsibilities of 
this world are left unfulfilled. It is useless to say that the spirit can be 
at rest, and at peace with all the world, while it retains the conscious- 
ness that its life-work has been a failure. Looking back through the 
vista of time he sees the life work mapped, which had been, out clearly 
and distinetly before him. He sees also the duties he has left un- 
performed standing before his eyes like some accusing angel, so it is 
impossible for sueh a man to dream of happiness until he has returned 
and endeavoured to eonquer the unhappy past. There are many spirits 
in the spirit world, noble, strong, and good, who, having failed to fulfil 
all life’s dutics, are prohibited from entering into the enjoyment awaiting 
them, until these duties are performed. They are prohibited by the un- 
fulfilled demands of their own nature, and by that spiritual law which 

` holds them down to the sphere of life to which they belong, until they 
have grown the wings of higher thoughts with which to rise into brighter 
and holier regions. Each human being has the salvation which he or 
she may earn; no more, no less, If he is barred out from the hap- 
piness of the higher life, it is not beeause God has forbidden him to 
cross the boundary line between light and shadow, but because his 
own condition unfits him for the enjoyment of that life, until he clearly 
sees the mistakes he has made, and uses all opportunities to rectify 
them. Looking into the world we see a great dark shadow resting over 
it; a shadow which fills the heart and the spirit with terror; which 
follows the strong and weak, high and low, rich and poor, without dis- 
tinction, and this terror is the monster called ‘“ Death.” The strong 
grow weak in its presence, because it seems to take them from the world 
of the known and the real into that of the (to them) unknown and un- 
real; to give them only the shadow for the substanee; to separate them 
from all the heart holds dear; and, through their ignoranee, they 
tremble and grow pale as the hand of death falls upon them. When 
men dare to violate human laws, they come within the reach of various 
forms of punishment, and in eases of murder death is made the penalty. 
When some poor soul has becn swept ont of the world in this manner, 
man feels as if he has yiclded up about all that he eould, and God- 
fearing people sit quietly down in their homes, and feel they have done 
their duty, and satisficd justice. But is this the truth? We are told in 
the name of theology that death solves the puzzle of existence, and 
either happiness and peace, or miscry and punishment, will be the 
ultimate. It may be because of the uncertainty of the question, it 
may be because we have understood so little of the subject that 
death seems so terrible to us; but greater than all else is the 
thought that it is a bourne from which no traveller can 
ever return. The suicide, longing for rest and peace, folds 
his arms at last, and thinks to find it in death; perhaps the poet 
induees the thought when he says ‘Life is the goal and death the angel 
that draws the bolt and lets the spirit free.” We see by the light of 
Spiritualism that death is the angel which opens the door through 
which the spirit can enter a higher and better life; but this method of 
taking life is not the way to stop crime; on the eontrary, itis just the 
way toinerease it. When men take the lives of those who violate their 
laws, they are rendering themselves more subject to the evil natures of 
the departed than when they were on the earth and walked the streets, 
for then they could guard themselves against the criminals; but when 
their spirits—before their time—are sent out into the world of the 
unknown, they ean come back as they will. Many of the forms of 
insanity that are in your midst are the result of the work of undeveloped 
spirits whom you have sent to the other world before their mission in 
this one had been accomplished. This fear of death has taken more 
people into the theological heaven than would ever have- got there by 
any other means. The question is asked—Is death a necessity? Is 
there a reason why people should die out of this world? In the present 
condition of society we answer in the affirmative; to live a natural life 
in this world, as it is now constituted, would be an impossibility. None 
of us are living up to our understanding of the laws of Nature, but 
are eonstantly violating those laws, and then death comes in as a 
natural consequence. It is said that “the wages of sin are death,” 
which means the “consequence of sin is death;” that every wrong 
committed means death. St. Paul said, “I die daily,” mean- 
ing that he “sinned” daily, which is nothing more than a 
degree of death. There are laws of the spirit as well as of the 
holy, of wiich we must be mindful if we aim for the perfection of 
life; instead of being controlled by our needs, we are too often led by 


our wants and desires, and thereby our development, both physically 
and spiritually, is limited. Every power we use, except for the highest 
and grandest purpose possible for us to eonecive, is a sin against our- 
selves, and writes itself indelibly upon our life. It is in the light of 
this sin that death follows; not as an avenger, but as a redeemer. 
Death is indeed the sin of the age ; for if human beings lived true lives, 
no death eould possibly come. If you proteet the life and requirements 
of the body in which you live, as you pretend to eare for your souls, the 
world would be mueh better, and heaven much nearer than it is now. 
You heed every desire rather than every need which comes to the body, 
and when your soul endeavours to aspire towards higher and better 
things, it finds itself dragged down by these self-same wants; a clean, 
healthy body begets a pure, noble spirit. The great law of supply and 
demand must be observed, for then you are living wholly in accordance 
with the law of eompensation, and no death can follow. You see a 
young man rushing down the path of pleasure, plueking the fruit from 
every tree he may pass, regardless of everything save that which may 
serve to gratify him for the moment. He is then cut off by death in the 
flower of his youth and manhood, while all the possibilities of his life 
lie before him. The world stands aghast and exclaims, “There must be 
something wrong, that year. after year the young of our land are 
dying before their time.” There is, indecd, something very wrong; 
it is simply this, there was power and life enough in him to have lasted 
centuries, but his strength was all consumed in a few years of idle, 
thoughtless pleasure and gratification, Nature avenged herself, and 
death, her strongest ally, entered and bore his spirit to the sphere of 
the transition where he has, sooner or later, to fulfil the work which 
should have been completed iu this world. There is not a human being 
who does not understand the law of right and wrong in this matter ; 
that if we sacrifiee the life that is within us in order that we may out- 
strip another; if we yield up our lives to gratifieations and ambitions, 
we are sure to find that a great mistake has been made, and are stopped 
in the midst of our mad eareer. Each human being is born to live in 
the world, and fulfil a mission before leaving it, and so far as this is accom- 
plished, is his spiritual eondition improved. We here repeat that the 
more natural and pure your physieal life, the more spiritual and exalted 
the spiritual condition will beeome. You stand aghast to-day at the 
idea that the spirits from the higher life can return to earth and take 
upon themselves human forms again; that they ean leave their fair 
home, and again mingle with the world of men, to sorrow with the sor- 
rowing, and rejoiee with the happy. Age, the law of materialisation, 
whieh is the glory of the century, seems to confound the wisest and 
most learned among yon, and yet this demonstration is but a reflection 
of a much grander law which may be realised by coming generations, 
If spirits, after certain development, ean leave their sphere and come to 
you, so may you, by earnest and right living, take upon yourselves the 


| law of spiritual conditions and roam through their world as they now 


visit this; you may, in faet, become spiritualised ; the law of spiritual- 
isation is one of the possibilities of the future. You shall go to them as 
well as they come to you, and when the question is asked, “Is there 
death?” we answer No.” The dwellers in the spirit world will 
influence gradually all the conditions of this life, until the earthly 
shadows of existence will one by one pass away, and the spirit of man 
will become so sanctified by its life that it will no longer have anything 
to die for. Jesus, by His peeuliarly natural life, had the power of 
becoming spiritualised and entering into the heavenly life. In this 
condition His face became bright with Divine beauty and His garments 
“whiter than snow.” He was then no longer of this earth; He had 
taken on His spiritual body. Elijah was caught up in a chariot of fire, 
because he was ready for the lifc of the spirit and needed not the change 
called death; and so may the modern saint also beeome spiritualised, 
and enter into the realms of eternal life and beauty, there to hold converse 
with the ‘just made perfect” and to learn more completely the lesson 
of life. The sphere of transition is only a eondition which the present 
earth-life renders necessary, in order to complete that work which should 
have been done here. Wherever you turn in this sphere, there is 
written in letters of living flame, ‘“ Conquer self, conquer self, eonquer 
self,” and here you must remain until you can say to every temptation 
which may come, “I know thee now. Get thee behind me, Satan.” 
When you ean say this, when you can put all things under your fést, 
and be true to the higher law of your being, then, and never till then, 
the gates of heaven swing open wide. There are desires and temptations 
born of the earth-life, and that man is greatest who resists them most. 
The great power Jesus possessed lay in the fact that He had conquered 
Himself, that He could reach out His hand lovingly to all, whoever they 
might be, could comfort the sorrowing, cheer the downeast, and give 
to all the blessed “ hope of heaven at last.” And when death came, well 
could He overcome pain, for passing through the sphere of the transi- 
tion, He at once entered ‘‘ one of the mansions in our Father’s house,” 
there to find rest and peace after the weary storm of life; for in con- 
quering self the light of heaven was born within Him, whereby He 
forgot all, save the great truth for which He worked, and regarded not 
the opinions of men. So must you work only for truth’s sake, “for he 
who has his hand to the plough and turns back is not worthy the 
kingdom of heaven.” How many of you are ready to say “this 
Spiritualism is so true that I will carry it in my heart, in spite of all 
the world may say?” Not many perhaps, and yet there are afew who, 
having once caught a glimpse of that life, can never forget it. 
For them will the hour of triumph come. They will be “ weighed 
in the scales and not found wanting.” ‘They can well afford to wait, for 
their happiness is eternal happiness, which begins as heaven opens, and 
ends only with eternity, When you have sacrificed yourself and con- 
quered every power of nature then you have passed beyond the transition 
sphere, then Las immortality begun; thus death in the transition sphere 
is but a rising out of all the sins of life into the glory and the beauty of 
eternal sunshine. There stands before us an angel of surpassing beauty, 
ler facc beams with heavenly light, and as she gazes outward the 
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“pearly gates of heaven open,” and a scene of beauty unfolds itself 
before us. The sun shines o’er a thousand hills; the air is filled with 
songs of arisen saints, who in one grand anthem are singing, “She has 
risen! She has risen! Welcome home! Welcome home!” The fair 
spirit looks down the pathway of her life—sees all the weary journey 
over which her feet have passed; sees the wrongs righted, the good 
done; sees the earth-life, with its clouds of sin and crime resting like 
heavy shadows over it, and with one glad cry, “Oh grave, where is 
thy victory? Oh death, where is thy sting?” is borne away on the 
wings of good deeds to a land of rest and peace. Hers the eternal 
summer, hers the joy unspeakable, hers the bliss born of God; ours the 
land of winter, of discord, and contention ; hers the sweet re-union with 
loved ones gone before ; hers the never-fading crown, the crown of 
immortality. 


Poetry. 


“TO PHAN! 


TRIUMPHANT o'er trouble, triumphant o'er pain, 
Triumphant o’er all and through all wo shall hie, 

With the cry “Ié Pean !” and Eeho—the strain— 
From her eave “ Iö Poan!” enrapturod shall cry. 


Tho storm may sot in, and the summer may go— ` 
But when kecnost the cold—and the koonor the more— 
Will a gleam in the cloud and a bloom in tho snow 
Give a pledge of a glory-girt futuro in storo. 


When from tho diro Box of Pandora oat-sprang 
The ills of mankind, at tho bottom was found, 
What, a sweot panacea for every pang— 
What, 2 balsam should furnish for every wound, 


As it was in the myth, so it is in tho faet, 

And as long as the world on its axis shall move, 
Tho Pareco from mortals will novor exact 

What a ban, uot a boon, in the sequel would prove. 


Not only our manifold evils externe— 

But the ashes fill’d apples by Error pluek’d—thoy— 
Even they emanate from a fountain Superno, 

And will prove to be true golden apples one day. 


Through tho regions of Erebus lay tho rough road 

By which the bravo entered the Ficlds of tho Blest ; 
But from Hades escaped and Elysium trode— 

The toil but made sweoter the pleasure possost. 


Dragon-watched was the idol of Jason’s desire, 
Yet a triumph awaited tho noble and wiso: 

And as sure as the faggot but heatens tho firo, 
As sure did the danger make richer the prizo, 


Croation itself from a Chaos was born, 

And by the Great Law good from evil proceeds, 
And our Ato herself to an Eros would turn 

If aright we could look at the drift of our deeds. 


Nay, neither the gloom that o’ershadows our skies, 
Nor tho danger that lies in the path to our goal, 
Nor the keonest of pangs nood awaken our sighs,— 
From woe the soul fashions delight for tho soul. 


Triumphant o’er trouble, triumphant o’er pain, 
Trinmphant o’er death and through death wo shall hie, 
With the cry “I6 Pean!” and Echo—tho strain— 
From her cave “16 Pean!” enrapturod shall ery. 
JOSEPH SKIPSEY, 


Correspondence. 


{Great freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions diametrically 
opposed to thosé of this journal and its readers. Unsolicited communications cannot 
be returned; copies should be kept by the writers. Preference is given to letters which 
are not anonymous.) — 


MADAME BLAVATSKY. 


Sın, —I have cut out a passage from the Revue Spirite of October, 
1878, which is referred to by Madame Blavatsky in her letter to yon of 
March 21st, and I have appended the cutting to this page, by which you 
will see that Madame Blavatsky’s words, as published in the Revue, 
were “ Je n'ai pas ‘ passé plus de trente ans dans T Inde, C'est justement 
mon age,—quoique fort respectable tel qwil est,—il s'oppose violemment 
à eette ehronologie,”’ &c., which I translated thus, ‘‘I have not ‘passed 
more than thirty years in India.’ It is exactly my age—although very 
respectable such as it is—it is in violent opposition to this chronology,” 
&c. In this last letter to you Madame Blavatsky tells you that the 
words were ‘“ C'est justement mon age—quoique fort respectable tel qu'il 
est—qui s'oppose violemment à cette ehronologie,” &e, Madame Blavatsky 
adds, “ I reproduce the sentence exactly as it appears, with the sole 
exception of restoring the period after ‘?’Znde,’ in place of the comma, 
which is simply a typographical mistake,” Madame Blavatsky will 
pardon me, I hope, for saying that her sentence does not appear 
in her letter tò you as it did in the Revue; for, as you will 
see, in the Revue itself her words were “7 s’oppose,” while 
in her letter to yon they are “gui s'oppose,” which substitution of 
the word qut for the world 72? makes all the difference to the translator. 
After this it is a little strange for Madame Blavatsky to send me to 
study French on account of her own error. It is also rather severe to 
accuse me of an error of punctuation, which I actually amended in my 
translation by putting a full stop after the word ‘‘ India,” instead of the 
comma. after  ?Jnde.” That error, whose ever it was, was not mine, as 
any one could easily see by referring to my letter of January 31st. 


It pains me to be regarded as a Nemesis. I would rather be looked 
on as one who, like others, upholds principles in which he believes, 
With regard to masking my face, I only wish that circumstances would 
allow me to show it a little oftener than I do; and with regard to my 
humble name, as I have before intimated to the Editor, I do not wish it 
to be concealed either from Madame Blavatsky or from any other 
person with whom I am in conference in Zhe Spiritualist. 

Scruraron. 


PLAGIARISM AND SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS, 

Sm,—On the 20th of last month I had a sitting; my wife, mother, 
and nephew. Mr. Eglinton (the medium) and myself made five 
persons. Without going into details I wish to inform your readers that 
a few days previously “ Ernest,” one of the spirit guides, told me, 
speaking in the direct voice, that some of my telegraphic friends 
(spirits) would probably pay me a visit again, and requested us to sit 
on the 20th January. We did so, and had the gratification of seeing 
the fully materialised form of “ Abdullah,” and other spirits, in a good 
light; the medium and materialised spirits were seen together, and 
instcad of five persons being in the room we had sometimes six or seven 
individuals in my private séance-room. 

Just before one of the spirit forms came out we were told to sing 
whilst it (the form) remained with us, as it was a very high spirit. We 
all saw it come out, go up to the mantelshelf, take down some blank 
cards, go to the table, sit down on achair, and begin writing; as we 
were singing I could not hear what was going on, but noticed the 
hand manipulating the lead pencil. I made a note, mentally, that the 
form remained much longer than the one on a previous occasion, and to 
prove that I was not mistaken, after the form had risen and come 
within two feet of me, and then bowed and retired, I took the paper and 
found it covered on one side, and part of the other, in characters which 
looked like the last telegraphic message (9th Dec., 1878) ; but I found on 
closer inspection that although the characters were telegraphic, they 
were in the English code, the former one having been written in the 
American code, so that unless one knew the code it would be impossible 
to transcribe it. Fortunately, I am acquainted with both systems, 
having learnt the English code out here for my private use, and after a 
considerable time I succeeded in making out nearly the whole of it. 
Before I give the words I must remark that ‘‘ Ernest,” speaking so that 
all could hear him, told my wife that the spirit who wrote on the card 


‘occasionally controlled Mrs, Cora L. Tappin, New Richmond, when 


delivering her inspirational discourses, and that when we had tran- 
scribed the message we should treasure the words in our hearts, and live 
up to the advice given. Note, that the spirit who gave the message 
oceasionally controlled Mrs, Tappan. After much trouble I managed to 
make out the following message :—‘ Spirits are thronging around you 
to-night ; the air is full of their breath; your lives are largely made up 
of their influences; they impel you in one way; they impede it in 
another; seek, therefore, the good influences—the soft voice of angelic 
ministration. You are often angry; anger attracts undeveloped souls. 
You are often envious; envy does not draw the brighter spirits. Mete 
out to others that which we would have them do to you. Thesoul must 
(I could not make out these two words) pure and garnished. 
Scek the best light, the holiest influences ; then you may benefit others 
and lead them tothe light. God Is Love.—Your Gung.” 

This was my translation, but I was not certain about one or two lines, 
although it had got the sense of the message. The spirit had omitted to 
make some of the dots and dashes (which I had to anticipate), and for 
you wrote u, an old way of abbreviating. Having showed the translation 
to several of my friends, one of them (who is a thorough spiritual 
student, devouring every book I lend him) gave me a paper on which 
was an extract taken from Mrs. Tappan’s oration on “ Mediumship,” 
and which was, with the exception of three or four words, literally the 
same lines as in my telegram. The word to-night (after “ spirits are 
thronging around you”) was after “you,” and “souls” was put 
instead of ‘undeveloped spirits.” ‘God Is Love,” and “ Your Guide” 
were added. Now if I were not thoroughly sure that I saw this spirit 
write the message, and then saw the medium and spirit, both at once, 
would I have been to blame if I thought plagiarism had been practised ? 
I think not; but being a cautious, though enthusiastic, investigator, I 
had already made my notes about what “Ernest ” had told my wife, 
viz., that the spirit who had given us the message occasionally controlled 
Mrs. Tappan. I could not persuade “Joey” or “ Ernest ” to give me 
the name, but I know that it was a materialised spirit, whose physique 
was entirely different to that of the medium. 

Truth is immortal, and is applicable to all people, at all times and 
places. The message the spirit wrote us had been given in one of Mrs. 
Tappan’s orations on “‘ Mediumship,” and was only an extract for our 
edification. The spirit controlling the inspirational medium (Mrs. 
Tappan) at the time was the same one who wrote the tclegraphic cha- 
racters, This “Ernest” told us, after had importuned him to give us 
his name, which he refused. But to satisfy our curiosity, he said that 
he had occasionally controlled Mrs. Tappan. I am as sure as my life 
that there was no plagiarism about the matter; but to a tyro or captious 
person, Spiritualist or sceptic, ahasty opinion would have been formed, 
resulting probably in openly accusing the faithful and innocent medium 
of wilful fraud, as in the case of poor Dr. Slade whilst in Holland in 
1877, and of late in the case of Mr. Lambelle, who was accused by a 
gentleman of plagiarism, who, I believe, did so on conscientious grounds. 
It paincd me much to see plagiarism imputed to Mr. Lambelle, who I 
believe to be a good aud true inspirational medium; but we are only 
mortals, and see through a glass darkly. I sincerely hope and trust 
that investigators will in future be more careful before denouncing any 
medium or person on circumstantial evidence, 

Berks T, Hurentnson, Dental Surgeon, 

Cape Town, South Afrioa, Fobruary 25th, 1879, 
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“SPIRITS BEFORE OUR EYES.” 


Tux following is a synopsis of the contents of the first volume of 
Mr. Harrison’s book, Spirits before our Eyes, which will be out in 
about ten days’ time :—- 


Cuarrzer I.— The objects and method of this book — Ultra- 
materialism a necessary reaction from blind superstition, but now 
probably at its highest altitude—The destructive effects of ultra- 
materialism on the finer elements of man’s nature—A reaction from 
abnormal materialism taking place in society—The mental demand for 
the play of ideality a natural one, with means in the universe for its 
legitimate gratification—Knowledge of physics not the highest order 
of intellectual acquirement—The moral and religious social influence 
of individual certainty of the reality of a life beyond the grave— 
Abundant phenomenal evidence of the reality of a future life open for 
critical examination, 

CHAPTER I].—Apparitions seen in one place at about the time of 
the death of the body in another—The simplest class of death-bed 
apparitions—Death-bed apparitions seen by solitary witnesses—Death- 
bed apparitions seen by Lord Brougham, Lieutenant-General Fytche, 
the Queen of Navarre, Mr. James Sutherland, Miss Elizabeth Hobson, 
and Lord Chedworth—Death-bed apparitions published by Mr. W. T. 
Drewry, the Lord Lindsay, Mr. John Carson, Henry IV. of France, 
Prebendary Dennis, and the Rev. J.S. Pollock—Death-bed apparitions 
verified at “ both ends of the line ”— Attestations of the Rev, Thomas 
Tilson and Dr. Werner. 

CHAPTER IJI.—Death-bed apparitions seen by one witness (continued) 
—Some apparitions temporarily materialised forms, others psychical— 
Some psychical apparitions real—Physical effects produced by death- 
bed apparitious — A rose-scattering spirit — Permanent results of a 
spirit grasp—Curtains and doors moved by death-bed apparitions— 
Apparitions of Catholic priests to their friends, and of parents to their 
children— Universality of the general characteristics of the phenomena 
—Certain resemblances to those produced through mediums—Spirit 
clothing— The source of the matter composing the bodies of 
materialised death-bed apparitions—Death-bed apparitions seen by 
Lady Beresford, Lord Westmoreland, the Marquis de Rambouillet, 
Lord Balearres, Colonel Nathan Wilson, Mrs. Tantum, and Captain 
Ridd—Death-bed apparitions attested or published by Mrs. Hardinge- 
Britten, the Marquis de Precy, John Wesley, Mr. William Howitt, 
ae Plumer Ward, M.P., Lord Byron, and the Rev. J. S. Pollock, 

WA. 

CHAPTER [V.—Death-bed apparitions seen by one person (continued) 
—Impressional, but real, apparitions—Mesmeric influence of the spirit 
over the sensitive—What the spirit thinks, the sensitive sees—The 
sensations and temporarily abnormal condition of the seers—Trust- 
worthy information about events at a distance given by the psychical 
method--The ruling passion of a Russian doctor strong in death— 
Particulars relating to death-bed apparitions seen by St. Benedict, 
Catherine de Medicis, Madame Sophie Aksakof, and M. Bezule— 
Death-bed apparitions testified to or published by Mr. Serjeant Cox, 
Father Newman, Queen Marguerite, and the Abbé de St. Pierre—The 
condition of mind in which irruptions from the spirit world are 
imminent. 

CHAPTER V.—Death-bed apparitions seen by one person (continued) 
~—Sometimes when apparitions are seen spiritually, what the spirit 
thinks the sensitive sees—The same phenomena producible by experi- 
ment between spirits still in the earthly body—Details of experiments 
—Visions produced by the will-power of megmerists and by the 
thoughts of inquirers—Synchronous dreams—Spiritual revelation of 
a murder—Spiritual appearances on board the cable-repairing ship 
Robert Lowe — Spiritual revelations in agreement with demon- 
strations by experiment—The seership of Swedenborg and Thomas 
Lake Harris—‘' En rapport.” 

Cuarren VI.—Death-bed apparitions seen by several witnesses at 
once-—Death-bed apparition seen by five witnesses, and their trust- 
worthiness attested by Mrs, Margaret Balfour; by three witnesses, 
and attested by Mrs. Backhouse ; by three witnesses, and attested by 
Mr, Richard Grattan, M.D.; by two or three witnesses, including 
Prebendary Salter ; by two witnesses, Sir John Sherbroke and General 
Wynyard ; by four witnesses, the Rev. Thomas Savage and rela- 
tives; by two witnesses, and attested by Mr. Frederick Sinclair; 
by two witnesses, and attested by the Rev. F. G. Lee; by thirty 
witnesses, and sworn to in the Court of King’s Bench; by five 
witnesses, and attested by Mrs. Crowe—Old Booty’s ghost and the 
appearance of “a gentleman in black ”’—Apparitions sometimes seen 
by Bi asad impression by more thau one person at the same time. 

HAPTER VII,— Death indications given otherwise than by 
apparition to persons at a distance—News of death revealed in dreams 
—urther experimental illustrations of means whereby dreams can be 
set upin the brains of sleeping mortals—Major Owen’s experiments— 
Dr. Abercrombie’s statement—A distant death revealed to Bishop 
Hall and his brother by a synchronous dream— Distant deaths 
revealed by dream to Mrs. Gilmour, Mrs. Murray, Bishop Lee’s son, 
the Duchess of Guelderland, the Countess of Cork, Ben Jonson, and 
St. Basil—News of death given in a synchronous dream to two ladies 
—Symbolical indication of distant deaths given by dream to James V., 
of Scotland, Bishop Jewel, and Sir Francis Bacon—Indications of a 
distant death given to Dr. Grattan in a railway carriage—A death- 
scene at Oxford seen in detail in a dream—Death-bed indication to a 
distant blind relative—Physical effects produced by death-bed appari- 
tions—Sir Walter Scott’s narrative—The temperature of temporarily 
materialised death-bed apparitions. 

Cuaprer VIII.—Apparitions of living mortals—The spirit leaving 
the body during sleep and trance—The spirits of living mortals seen 
at distant places—Verification of spiritual travels at “both ends of the 


line "—Details of funerals seen in dream or trauce—The materialised 
spirit of a living Methodist minister seen, recognised, touched, and 
heard by two witnesses—A human “double” seen by the Rev. Mr. 
Moore and another witness—The spirit of Shelley seen by several 
persons during his life—The apparition of a living murderer seen in 
daylight by some of the Glasgow police—A spiritual interview bet ween 
two unembodied Americans — Communion with the spirits of the 
living, the dying, and the dead through the clairvoyance of the wife 
of a New York physician—War news conveyed to the Baroness Von 
Vay by the spirit of a living man—Messa,zes carried between London 
and New Zealand by living human spirits—Strange experiences of 
Prince Wittgenstein in relation to the evocation of the spirits of the 
living—A. stranger story still. 

CHAPTER JX.—Haliucinations — Untrustworthy dreams and sub- 


- jective impressions—Mauterialistic medical men do not understand the 


nature of some of the maladies with which they deal—False mental 
impressions may be given by mesmerism—How a susceptible young 
man saw an angel named Sarah Seabold—-How Sarah Seabold 
inspired him to deliver trance speeches—An interview with Elijah, the 


prophet—How a policeman tried to converse on spiritual subjects and 
failed, 


CHAPTER X.—The major and minor phenomena recorded in this 
volume, reproducible, for the most part, by experiment—Examples 
—The direction experimental research should take in the future— 
General conclusions. 


In the sccond volume it will be shown that there is no breakin the 
phenomena at the time of the death of the body, but that each series 
of facts continues in an unbroken line, the same with the spirits of 
the departed as with the spirits of the living and the dying. 


MARCH SONNETS.—1879. 
BY J, T. MARKLEY, 
I, 

Bring Light and Hope young Month, in snow-drop peep! 
Fair signs of scents and songs of golden days: 
Warm winds—with Music mellow’d by bold rays 

Of daring suns,—aroused from old year sleep. 

O God! but breathe, and Life itself will leap 
To pulsing pictures on wild fallow-lands ! 

Now break slow frosts’ enthralling Death-grip bands 
That Babe and Bird may feed, and cease to weep. 
Old Earth—long star-stung with ice-marbled fire, 

Hath been too long an Arctic, mocking hell, 
Unfed by roaring sins, free guilt, or crime, 

We part to laugh again, lead on! aspire! 

Nor see a funeral, where we fainting fell, 

Adown the deadliest steeps of thorn-fenced Time ! 

IL 

Drown Hunger’s angry wail, with dancing trill 
Of all-souls, glee- linked, timéd-thankfulness, 
Until such Concert pleases, but to bless 

Our great Land’s Life—no longer black and still. 

From Cottage homes, forgotten on the hill— 

From villas moist with cavern-coldness now; 

And from deserted haunts of Ox and Plough, 

O! let rare flowery warmth come forth, and fill 

Fach stretch of Field and Flood, with wid’ning bliss, 
Ah! soon sunk winter—in sad hearts of men, 

Must melt before deep-kindled Crocus flame: 

Stray beauty, from rich worlds, burn into this: 
Till cloud-screen’d souls, long dumb, are found again, 

Fresh thron’d on Toil’s strong skyward tiers of fame! 

1T 

Ye southern gales ! confirm a holy thaw ! 

Waft bread upon thy unlocked, trembling streams, 

That men may catch swift affluence of dreams, 
And Mother’s breasts flow babewards, in pure law. 
Give famish’d crowds full horns, our father’s saw ; 

Of Plenty! and of Peace !—beneath free vines 

Quick bursting ! into Fruit’s red, swelling lines ! 
And scenic nourishment. What wealth of awe, 

The heightened heart must feel in that clear momn— 
That dazzling harvest-blush, in sheaf and tree. 

Fret cheerily ! transition skies—with rain; 

Fall metre-touch’d on lean, eruptive corn, 

That sleeping gods may hear Sap’s Jubilee, 

And watch men lose fine sacrificial pain ! 

8, Park-terrace, Horsham, 


Tue Rev. JohniTyerman left for Australia last Tuesday. His ship 
will call for a few days at Cape Town, where there is a great desire that 
he shonld remain and lecture. 
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PRESENTIMENTS OF DEATH. 
vom “ Lhe Religio-Philosophical Journal,” Mareh 1st, 1879. 
Dotroit, Michigan, February 17th, 1879. 
Tur following statement of facts was made to me by the parents of 


the children whose death is spoken of :— 

In November last one of the two daughters of J. H. Post, living three 
and a half miles west of Ithaca, Gratiot county, was taken seriously ill 
with congestion of the lungs, and within three days died. During her 
sickness she said she saw the Saviour, and that when he came again 
she was going with him. She told her older sister the day after she was 
taken sick that she, too, was going to die very soon. The latter, a girl 
nearly sixteen years old, rather indignantly resented the assertion, 
having no thought at the time that her end was near ; but the little girl 
repeated the statement, saying it was so because God or Jesus had told 
her so. 

She seemed perfectly happy at the thought of dying, and continued to 
talk about it to her parents, her sister, and the neighbour's children who 
had been her playmates. 

One remarkable feature about her sickness was the fact that she 
retained her strength until she died, and within five minutes of the time 
when she breathed her last, she said to her mother, “He is coming for 
me now, and I must go.” 

Her mother had just finished a new dress for her, and she said, 
“ Mamma, I want my new dress on now, so that I can go, for He is almost 
here!” At her urgent request her mother got the dress, and the little 
girl gotdown on the floor and put the dress on herself, when she seemed 
perfectly contented, Then, after asking to be carried to each room in 
the house, she called each member of the family to her, and bidding 
them farewell, she said, ‘ILe has come now, and I must go,” and almost 
immediately expired ! 

Two days after this her older sister was taken with diphtheria, and 
alter a brief illness died. During her sickness she said to her mother, 
“There is Rosa (her young sister who had just died). Don’t you see 
her?” Her mother said, ‘‘ No, I don’t see her, but I suppose you can.” 
This satisfied her, and she seemed to feel happy at the thought of death, 
although previous to her sickness she had not been an especially 
thoughtful girl, During her illness, too, she retained her strength to a 
remarkable degree, and within five minutes of her death satin a rocking- 
chair and rocked herself as naturally as when in health. 

The day before her death she said she saw another funeral procession 
on its way to the cemetery, and although she did not mention the name 
of any one, she pointed in the direction of one of their neighbours, and 
said, ‘‘ You will see very soon.” She died while seated in her rocking- 
chair, suddenly ceasing to breathe, without a struggle. 

One of the neighbour’s girls who attended her funeral, just as the 
coffin was carried off, called out to the deceased by name, saying, 
“ Hettie, I will come very soon!” 

Two days after, this girl, although at the time in good health, wa 
taken siek, and after a very brief illness also died. 

The foregoing I have given briefly, as related to me by Mr. and Mrs. 
Post, the parents of the two children first mentioned above. They are 
not educated people, but seemed to be candid and truthful, and were 
evidently very deeply impressed with the peculiar experience of their 
children during their sickness. 

Before this sad event Mr. Post was an utter disbeliever in God or a 
future state. Now he believes in both, and says he thinks God took his 
children and gave them the experience they had to convince him of the 
reality of eternal things. Who can account forit on a better hypothesis ? 
— M, WM.” in “Truth for the People.” 


Ie that believes without having any reason for believing may be in 
love with his own fancies, but neither seeks truth as he ought, nor pays 
due obedience to his Maker, who would have him use those discerning 
faculties he has given him to keep him out of mistake and crime.— 
John Loeke. 


A Tomocr Removed spy Mesmentsu.—Mr. H. E. Dickinson, of 
Milwaukee, Wis., sends to Mind and Matter the particulars of a case 
in which a lady, who suffered much from a tumour, was cured by Dr. 
Horning, a healing medium. The diagnosis of her disease was dropsy 
and ovarian tumour. She applied for medieal treatment at the Thermal 
Baths, where she was attended by Drs. M. P. Hunson and Sergeant- 
General Wolcott. Eighteen pounds of water were removed by the 
common process of tapping, This operation would have to be performed 
several times before any attempt could be made to remove the tumour, 
which, it was estimated, weighed nine pounds. Inthe meantime, a 
sister called upon Dr. Wm. W. Horning, a healing medium and clair- 
voyant, and, being entranced, he made a diagnosis of the case, never 
having seen the patient, or heard of her. The sister then made appli- 
cation to the physicians at the Bath to permit Dy. Horning to attend 
the patient. They gave their consent, expressing the opinion that he 
could not do the sufferer any good, The Indian doctor, as he is called, 
attended the patient at his office, and in three weeks’ time she was 
entirely cured, without resort to surgery. The patient having been 
restored started for her home in the interior of the State, but before 
leaving Milwaukee called upon Doctor Wolcott, who had attended her 
at the Bath when he removed the eighteen pounds of water already 
alluded to. He did not recognise her first. She then informed him that 
Dr. Horning, the Indian doctor, had removed the tumour by manipula- 
tion. Dr. Wolcott said he knew Dr. Horning could read minds, but he 
never knew that he could remove tumours, such as had afflicted her, 
It may be stated that he removed by manipulation several tumours 
within a few weeks that had been pronounced hopeless by attending 
physicians.—From ‘ Mind and Matter,” Philadelphia, Feb, 22nd. 7 


Now roady, the Socond and Concluding Volume of tho 
MECHANISM OF MAN: 
LIFE, MIND, SOUL. 
A POPULAR INTRODUCTION TO MENTAL PHYSIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY, 


By EDWARD W. COX, S.L., 
President of the Psychological Society of Great Britain. 


Vou, II. TREATING or THE MECHANISM IN Action, Price 12s, Gd. 
Vol. I. may be had, price 10s. 6d, ; the werk complete, 22s. Gd, 


CONTENTS : 
Part II,—-TUE MECHANISM IN ACTION, 


Book I.—The Normal Action of tho Mechanism of Man.—Chapter 1. Intro- 
duetory; 2. The Action of the Material Mechanism in Health; 3. Of Un- 
conscious Cercbration ; 4, Of Mental Sympathy and Communion; 5. Body, 
Mind, and Sonl in Health. 

Book I.—The Abnormal Action of the Mechanism,.—Chaptor 1. Introduction 
—The Psychology of the Future; 2. How to be Parsued; 3. Objections and 
Objectors; 4. Precautions in Research ; 5. Prepossession and Dominant Idea ; 
6, How we Know; 7. Scientific Evidonce ; 8. The Plan Proposed. 

Book III.—Of Sleep and Dream.—Chapter 1. What Sleep Is; 2. The 
Physiology of Sleep; 3. The Mental Condition of Sleep; 4. The Seat of 
Sleep ; 5. Of Dream; 6. Tho Material Mechanism of Dream ; 7. Tho Psycho- 
logy of Dream; 8, The Phenomena ef Dream; 9, The Philosophy of Dream ; 
10. Conclusions. , 

Book ITV,—The Phenomena of Delirium and Insanity.—Chapter 1, Delirium ; 
2, Insanity. 

Book V.—The Phenomena of Somnambulism,—Chapter 1. Introduction ; 2. 
Somnambulism ; 3, Natural Somnambnlism; 4. Artificial Somnambulism ; 
5, The Phenomona of Artificial Somnambulism; 6, The Physiology of Som- 
nambnlism; 7. The Psychology of Somnambulism. 

Look VI, — Snpersensuous Perception. — Introduction ; Chapter 1, The 
Phenomena of Supersensnons Perception ; 2, The Physiology and Psychology 
of Suporsensnons Perception, 

Book VH.—Trance.—Introduction ; Chapter 1, The Phenomena of Trance ; 
2. The Physiology and Psychology of ‘Trance. 

Book VIII.—Psychism,—Introduction ; Chapter 1. Objections and Objectors ; 
2, The Witnesses; 3. Psychic Force; +. The Methods of Investigation ; 5. 
The Phenomena of Psychism; 6. The Psychic; 7. The Physiology of Psychic 
Force; 8. The Directing Intelligence; 9. Phenomena of Psychism; 10, More 
Phenomena of Psychism ; 11. Other Phenomena of Psychism; 12. Communi- 
cated Phenomena ; 13. The Physiology and Psychology of Psychism. 

Book IX,—The Argnment.—Chapter 1. The Summing up; 2. Conclusions, 
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SPIRITUALISM. 
By P. P. Arsxanpoer, AMA. ; 
Author of Mill and Carlyle, Moral Causation, ete. 


This work contains among other items of interest a record of phenomena. 
observed at s¢unces by the author, and a close criticism of some of the writ- 
ings of Professor Tyndall about Spiritualism. 

“ Mr. Alexander is unquestionably a very clever writer.” —Salaurday Review. 
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SPIRIT-IDENTITY, 
By M.A. (Oxon). 
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Price Five Shillings. Post free, Cloth. Richly gilt, 
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Centains, among various standard specimens ef the work of some ef the best 
minds in Spiritnalism, a portion of the continuation of 


THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD, 


Purporting to have been given by the spirit of Charles Dickens through a 
writing medium; the selections display the humour and genius ef Dickens, 
The book also contains some 


SPIRIT TEACHINGS, 


Given throngh the medinmship of “ M.A, (Oxon).” 
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, 


Price Five Shillings. Post Free, Cloth. 
A LYRIC OF THE GOLDEN AGE. 
Given throngh the inspirational medinmslip of Themas Lake IIarris. These 
poems, given while Mr, Harris was in a state of trance, are of rare literary 


exccllence, 
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 


Representing the English and American Literature of Spirit- 
valism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News- 
paper Branch Offico, 88, Great lussell-atreet, Bloomsbury, 
London, W.C. 

(For purposes of mutual convenience the above office hag been 
rented on the premises of tho National Association of Spirit- 
nalists, but the Association and Lhe Spiritualist Newspaper and 
publishing business are not In any way conneceted with cach 
other.] 


RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by William Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever 
published to seientifieally demonstrate the reality of somo of 
the physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 68, 


MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace, P.2.G.8. his book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to llume’s “Essay on Miracles.” It also 
records a large number of interesting spiritual manifestations, 
tanl contains some of the personal experieuces of Mr. Wal- 
ace. 6s. 


CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 


A brilliant well written littlo essay on Spirituatism. Neatly 
bonnd, with gilt edges. 2s. 


THE SOUL OF TILINGS, by William Denton. In 
this extraordinary book the author. who ls a Professor o: 
Geology in America, employed clairvoyants to reveal to him 
by vision events counceted with the carly history of geological 
specimeus’ these sensitives thns saw the Mastodon and other 
extinet animals as if living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the seenes by which theso prehistoric animals iwere 
surrounded. The author also sent his elairvoyants to examine 
portions of different. planets, and they gave descriptions of the 
habitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each, The 
book is illustrated, with numerons engravings, drawn by the 
sonsittves as the visions passed before their eyes, The substance 
of a review of this book in “ The Spiritualist” was to the effect 
that there ls no doubt as to the integrity of the author, who also 
possesses sufficient intelligeuee to select clairvoyants who would 
not cheat him, The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself down to the qnestion of the reliability 
of clnirvoyance, which, when employed to gain information abont 
distant places on earth, has been found sometimes to give ae- 
curate results and sometimes inacenrate results. The review 
urther expresses tho opinion that if ever interplanetary com- 
munication sheuld be established, it will he by nieans of clar- 
voyance or some other of the latent and little understood 
spiritual powers in mau. Three Vols. 248.; or 8s, per single 
yolunic, 
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NEATLY PRINTED LEAFLETS 
Containing instructions 
HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME, 
With no Spiritualist or Professional Medium present, may be 
obtained at T'he Spirituatist Newspaper Branch Office, prise 
500 for Sixpence, post free, or 500 for Ninepenee, post free. 
These leaflets are specially sultablo 
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIC MEFTINGS, 
And in localitios where mediums and spirit eircles are not 
i numerous, 

The Spirituntist says:—“ Coutention about Spiritualism and 
mediums should bo avoided, and action substituted, The roal 
strength of Spiritualism lios far more iu its facts than iu 
clamouring about them; tho facts, thereforo, should be multi- 
plied by the wholesale dissemlnatiou of printed information 
how to form circles in the homes of private familios, A pro 
portion of those who receive tho information will try experi- 
monts, and those who obtain the phenomena in their owu 
homes will at once irrevocubly recognise as impostors or dis- 
reputably unsafe guides, those uewspapers and individuals 
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true. If every 
Spiritualist makes it bindiug upon himself to ‘drop about’ or 
distribute Ove hundred of the venilota, coutaining instructions 
how to form spirit circles at home, the whole nation will De 
deluged with useful informatiou, and such a number of 
medinms will spring up in private familios, as to rapidly in- 
ercaso the knowledgo of truths calculated to bonellt in the 
highest degree this matorialistic, consequently irreligious age,’ 
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SPIRIT PEOPLE. 


A serentifieally aecurate description of Manifestation 
recently produeed by Spirits, and 


SIMULTANEOUSLY WITNESSED BY THE AUTHOF AND OTHER 
OBSERVERS IN LONDON, 


By WILLIAM H. I[ARRISON 
Limp Cloth, red edges. Price 1s.; post free 1s, 1d. 
38, Great Russell Street, London, W.O. 


Or of MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH, 9, Montgomery-street, 
Boston, U.S. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

“As a dispassionate scientific man, he appears to have 
investigated the subject without pre-conceived ideas, and the 
result of his examination nas been to identify his opinions with 
those of Messrs. Varley, Crookes and Wallace, in favour not 
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of 
tho geuuinencss of the communications alleged to be 
given by the spirits of the departed. Into the much vexed 
question of @ priori objections to Mr. Hurrison’s opinions wo 
thall not now entor, Wo will only say that his descriptions of 
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that 
he appears to havo exhausted ovory reasonable test which his 
expericuce led him to make, and that the whole tone of the 
book (which is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is 
rigorously logical."—Public Opinion, 

“At tho outset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclaims any 
intention of proselytising or forcing his opinion down uon- 
Spiritualistic throats, and it is only fair to adinit that the 
sueceeding pages are remarkably free from argument and 
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumb- 
founding nature.”—London Figaro, 

“ Although the author has taken some trouble to prove that 
table-turning and spiritual appearances are worthy of more 
attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we aro so 
far from being impressed by the evidence he has brought for 
ward, that wo acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any 
of the nonsensical acts with which they are accredited” — 
Morning Advertiser. 

“The unprejudiccd and dispassionate temper in which 
Mr Harrison scems to have approachod tho quostion, enii- 
nently fittod him to test the authenticity and the value of the 
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and after a careful 
perusal of his littlo booklet, we are bound to acknowledge that 
the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. He neither 
theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to 
his views. He states occurrences and events, or what ho be- 
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative 
atyle, without any attompt at advocacy or argument. The 
mode in which Mr. Harrison has discharged his task is praise- 
worthy; but what of the task itself? To those who are un 
acquainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those so- 
called, and to tho majority, incredible manifestations of the 
spirit world, which are tho ordinary concomitants of the 
system, tho revelations contained in Spirit People will appear 
startling and anteccdently impossible”—~-South Wales Daily 
News j 
Limp eloth, red edges. Price 1s. 1d, post [roo. 
Loudoun, W.C. Spirituntist Newspaper Branch Office, 


Tost Free, Price Five Shillings Cloth. 
(With a Frontispiece.) 


PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY. 
BY EPES SARGENT. 
CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER I.—The Materialisation of Spirlts in the Fast— 
Psychics— N A. R. Wallace on Spirits—Tangible Apparilious— 
The Materialisation of Spirlts through Kate Fox, J. Koons, the 
Davenport Brothers, D, D. Thome, and Ferdinand Jencken— 
Splrit Forms, Drapery, and Flowers. 

Cuarte EL.—Phenomenal Proofs of _Immortality—Scientifie 
Theory of Spirit Materiatisations—Kant—Emersou—Socrates— 
Genesis of the Lelief in Immortality. 

CHAPTER 1Tf.—Materialisation of Spirils at Moravia, N.Y., and 
Elsewhere—Vestimony of Vanous Wituesses—iediumship of 
Mrs. Andrews, Dr. Slade, and Mis, Mollis Billings—Katie King— 
Jom King. 

carrer [V.—Materfalisations in Engiand—Mediumship of 
Mrs. Guppy, Miss Cook, Mr. Williams, Mr. Heruc—Experimeuts 
—Testimony of Various Witnesses, 

CHAPTER V,—Seientifie Investigation—Experiments by Mr, 
Willlam Crookes, F.R.S.—Mr. Serjeaut Cox—The Dialeetieal 
Society of London—Theory of Psychic Foree. 

Coavren VI.—Spirit aud Matter—Are there Two Substances ? 
—Immateriality—Ancient Belief in Spirits—Immortality iu the 
Bible — Angustine — Descartes — Spinoza — Herbert Spencer— 
Swedenborg—Proofs of Spirit Power over Matter—Testimony of 
S. C. Hall— y. TT, Harrison, 

Cuarter VIL.—The Priority of Spirit—The Senses—Testimony 
of Seers—Spirit Photoyraphs—Hegeltan Doctrine of Nature— 
Ferrier’s Abuse of Spiritualists. 

CHAPTER VI[I—Miss Cook’s Mediumship—Iler Own Aeconnt 
—tTestinony of Mr. C, F. Varley, Mr, Wm. Crookes, Mr. W. IL. 
Ifarrison, Mr. H, M. Dunphy, Mr. J. C. Luxinoore, Mrs. Ross- 
Chueh; Miss Kislingbury — Conclusive Experiments by Mr, 

‘100kes. 

CHAPTER IX,—Phenomenes in America—Testimony of Dr. C. 
Rane, Mr. R. Dale Owen, Mr. A, D. Crosby, Mus. A. A. 
Audrews, Mr. Irvine, Revd. S. Watson, and Revd. R. S. Pope. 

CUAPTER X.—Materialisations Through the Mediumship of 
the Eddy Brothers—Amazing Phenomena. 

Cuarte XL—The Spirit Body—Trustworthiness of Seership— 
Swedenborg — Kardec—Chascray—Cabanis—Coleridge—Lacou— + 
Lutther—Catvin—Plutarch—Charles Bonuct—Matcrialisation of 
Clothing and Ornaments, 3 

QUAPTER N1J.—The Power of Spirit over Matter. 

Cnarrer XI11.—Unity of Forces and Phenomenn, 

Cnavrer XTY.—Relations of Spiritualism to Bellet in God— 
Atheistie Spirlts and Seers—Opluions of Mill, Spencer, Lewes, 
aud Buchner—Design in Nature—Divine Persouality. 

Cnarrer XY,—The Divine Nature Triune. 

CHAPTER XVI—Relations of Spiritualism to Morality—The 
Direet Bearlng of Spiritualism on Morality — Siu Punishes 
Itself—A Moral Creed—The Teachings of Spiritualism. 

Cnarvter XVIL—The Message of Spiritualism — Old Reve- 
lations Made New — Notions of a Future Life— Ilumboldt— 
Newman—Kant—Strauss—Leon Case—luditferenee to Lite— 
Personal Hixperiences—The Mesmerists—Kerner—Objeetions to 
Sp itualism — The Satanic Theory — Guldenstubbe — James 
ad artinean—Voyse y—Sentiment Must Yield to Facts. | 

CHAPTER XVIIL—Further Proofs Palpable — Spirit Photo- 
graphs and Materialisations—The Facts and Lufereuces—Con- 
eluding Reflections. 


London, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Ofllec, 


“THE SPIRITUALIST” NEWSPAPER. 


Vols, I and 2 of The Spiritualist newspaper (pages the size of thoso 
of The Lingineer newapaper) strongly and handsomely bound in one 
in half calf, red edges. ‘They contain records relating to Spiritnalism 
in Great Britain-from the end of the year 1869 to the eud of 1872, 
and articles and letters by Messrs. A, R. Wallace, W. Crookes, C. F, 
Varley, The Lord Lindsay. and other able writers. Also records of 
how the Royal Soeiety aad the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science committed themselves by rejecting Mr. Crookes’s 
papers on tho physieal phenomena of Spiritualism, as the Royal 
Society did by rejecting Franklin's discovery of lightning conduetors. 
Very scarce. These two volunies cannot be had separately. Price, 
carriage paid to any railway station in the United Kingdom, £1 10s 

Lendou: W. 1 Hamuiso’, 33, Great Russellesireet, W.O 


Price five shillings, Crown 8vo. Post free. Cloth, red edges 


The new book by 
M.A. (OXON),’ on 
PSYCILCGRAPILY, 


Illustrated with Diagrams, 
SYNOPSIS OF CONTENTS, 
List of Works bearing on the Subject. 
Preface. 
Introduction. 
Psychography in the Past: Guldenstubhé—Crookes. 
Personal Experiences in Private, and with Public Psychics. 


General Corrovorative Evidence. 

I.—Yhat Attested by the Senses i- 

1. Of Sight.—Evidenee of—Mr, E. T. Bennett, a Malvern 
Reporter, Mr. James Burns, Mr. Il. D, Jeneken. 

2, Of Hearing.—Kividenee of—Mr. Serjeant Cox, Mr. George 
King, Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood, Canon Mouls, Baroness Von 
Vay, G. H. Adshead, W. P. Adshead, E. 11. Valter, J... O'Sullivan 
Epes Sargent, James O’Sargent, John Wetherbee, H. B., Storer 
C. A. Greenleaf, Public Committee with Watkins. 

H.—From the Writing of Languages unknown to the Psychic:— 

Ancient Greck—Wvidence of Ton. R. Dale Owen ard Mr, Black- 
burn (Slade); Dutch, German, French, Spanish, Portuguese 
(Slade); Ruassian—Evidenee of Madame Blavatsky (Watkins); 
pon o= Ayen of T, T, Timayenis (Watkius) Chinese (Wat- 

ins). 
$ Herom Special Tests which Preclude Previous Preparation of 

he Writing :— 

Psychics and Conjurors Contrasted; Slade before the Research 
Committee of the British National Association of Spiritualists ; 
Stade Tested by C, Carter Blake, Doc. Sci.; Mvidence of—Kev, J 
Page Topps, W. 0. Harrison, and J. Seaman (Blade); Writing 
within Slates securely screwed together—Evidence of Mrs. An- 
drews and J. Mould; Dictation of Words at the Time of the 
Jixperiment—Evidence of—A, R, Wallace, '.R.G.S., Hensleigh 
Wedgwood, J.P. ; Rev. Thomas Colley, W. Oxley, George eid 
M.D., Miss Kislingbury ; Writing in Answer to Questions Inside 
a Closed Box—LEvidence of Messrs. Adshead; Statement of Cir- 
eumstances under whieh Experiments with F. W, Monck were 
conducted at Keighley; Writing on Glass Coated with While 
Paint—Evideuce of Benjamin Coleman. 

Letters addressed to The Tunes, on the Subject of (he Prosecu- 
tion of Henry Slade, by Messrs. Joy, Joad, and Proresgor Bare 
rett, F.RS.E. 

Evidence of W. II. Harrison, Editor of The Spiruualst. 

Summary of Facts Narrated. 

Deductions, Explanations, and Theories. 

The Nature of the Force: Its Mode of Operatlon—Evidenee of 
©. Carter Blake, Doe. Sei., aud Conrad Cooke, C.K. 

Detonating Noises in Connection with it—Evidenee of Hens- 
leigh Wedgwood, J. Page Hopps, and Thomas Colley. 

The Nature of tlic Intelligence—Dr. Collyer’s Theory; Dr, 
George Wyld’s Theory; ‘The Occultist’s Theory ; Lhe Spiritualist’s 
‘Theory. 

London, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office. 


Trice 6s. Imperial 8vo. Cloth, richly gilt, Post tree, 


“RIFTS IN THE VEIL.” 


A collection of choice poems and proso essays given through 
mediumship, also of articles and poems written by Spiritualists, 
A useful book to plaee in public libraries, and to present or send 
to those who are unaequainted with Spiritualism. It contains 
ynueh about the religious aspects of Spiritualism (given through 
the writing-mediumship of “ M.A. (Oxon)”) and is one of the 
most refined and elegauct works ever printed in eonneetion with 


the movement. 
CONTENTS. 


Introduction: The Philosophy of Inspiration. 

1.— 0! Beautiful White Mother Death,” Given through the 
trance-mediumship of Cora L, Y. Tappan-Richimond, 

IL—The Apparition of Sengireef. Ly Sophie Aksakof, 

II{.—The Trauslation of Shelley to the Higher Lite, 
through the trance-mediumship of T. L. Iarris. 

IV.—Gone Home. Given through the trance-mediumship ot 
Lizzie Doten. ` x 

V.—The Birth of the Spirit. Given through the trauce-medium 
shin of Cora L, V. Tappan-Kichmoud. 

ViI.—Angel-Guarded. 

VIL.—Anh Alleged Post-Mortem Work by Charles Dickens. ITow 
the writings were produced: The Magnificent Egotist, Sapsea, 
Mr. Stollop Reveals a Secret: A Majestie Mind Severely Tried: 
Dwellers in Cloisterham: My. Peter Peekcratt and Miss Keep: 
Critical Comments. X j 

VIH.—The spider of the Period. By Georgina Weldon (Miss 
Treherne) aud Mrs,—-. 

X.—Margery Miller, Given through the tranec-mediumship 
of Lizzie Doten. 

X.—Ode by “ Adamanta.” 

X1L—Swedenborg on Men and Women. 
author of Zhe Life of Swedenvorg. 

XIU.—Resmrgam Dy Carolino A. Burke, 

XHI.—Abnornal Spéctres of Wolves, Dogs, and other Animals 
By Emile, Prince of Wittgenstein, 

XIY.—To You who Loved Me. By Florence Marryat. 

XV.—Desolation, By Caroline A. Burke. _ 

XVI—Truth, Given through the mediumship of 
Oxon. 

XVIL—Thy Love. By Florenee Marryat. 

XVIIJ.—Ilaunting Spirits. By the Baroness Adetia Yon Vay 
(Comtess Wurmbrand). 

XIX.—Fashionable Grief for the Departed, 

The Brown Lady of Rainham. By Lucia Œ. Stone. 
—A Vision of Death. By Caroline A, Burge. 

XXII—A Story of a Haunted Mouse, By I’ J, Theobald. 

NXIII.—'* Love the ‘Truth and Peace.” Ry the Rev. C., Maurice 
Davies, D.D. 25 
XXIV.—The Ends, Aims, aud Uses of Modern Spiritualism, By 
Louisa Lowe. 

XNXV.—De Profundis, By Anna Blackwell. 

Anetent Thought and Modern Spiritualism. By C, 
lake, Doc, Sci, Lecturer ou Comparative Anatomy at 
Westminster Hospital. 

XXVIL—Die Sehnsucht. 
from the German of Schiller. 

XXVILI.—The Relation of Spiritualism to Orthodox Christianity. 
Given through the medinunship of  M.A., Oxon." 

XLX.—A Seance in the Sunshine. By the Rev. C, Mauriec 
Davies, D,D, 
.—* My Saint.” By Florence Marryat. 
XXXL—The Death-beds of Spiritualists. By Epes Sargent. 
XXXIf—The Touch of a Vanished Hand. By the Rev. Q. 
Maurice Davies, D.D. s ; 

XXNXILL—Death. By Caroline A. Burke. 

XXXIV. — the Spirit Creed, Through the mediumship o. 
“ALA, Oxon. 

XV.—The Angel of Silence. By W. H. Harrison. 
XYI — The Predte:fon. By Alice Worthington (Emnesfullen). 
XVIL—Longfellow’s Position iu Relation to Spiritualism. 
VII1.—Spiritual Manifestations amoug the Fakirs in India. 
By Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Philosophy, 
Berne; trauslated from Psychic Studies (Leipzie), by Emily Kis- 
tmgbury N 

RA NIX.—The Poetry of 8cienee, By W.H, Harrisin, 

XL. — Meditation and the Voica of Conscience. By Alex, 
Calder. 

XDLL—Dirge. By Mrs. Eric Baker. 

XLI.—Lpigrams. By Gerald Massey, f 

XLUL—Some or the Diilleulties of the Clergy in Relation to 
Spiritualism. Dy Lisette Makdougall Gregory. 

XLIV.~Imuortality. By Alfred Russet Wallace, F.R.G.S. 

XLY.—A Child's Prayer. By Gerald Massey. 

Londou, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Brauch Offiec. 
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TEDIUMSHIP: ITS NATURE AND 


A VARIETIES.—A Pamphlot containing useful infor- 
matiou fer those who hold or who are about to hold spirit 
circles iu their owu homes, Published at The Spiritualist 
newspaper brauch office, 38, Great Russell-streot, London, 
A Price 1d.; post free for I}d.; or six copies post free 
for 6d. 
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è Price Gd.; post freo, 74d; cloth, 
PRIZE ESSAYS, 


HE PROBABLE EFFECTS OF SPIRIT- 

UALISM UPON THE SOCIAL, MORAL, AND RELI- 

GIOUS CONDITION OF SOCIETY. Two Essays by Miss 
Anna Blackwell and Mr, G. F, Green. 


THESE ESSAYS WON THE FIRST AND SECOND GOLD MEDALS 
OF THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 


The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London. 


HE TRAPPED MEDIUM; OR, THE TWO 
OLEVER SCEPTICS, <A pamphlet by Christian 
Reimers, — This brochure contains a series of illustrations, 
setting forth the exciting adventures of Professor Molecule, 
F.R.S., X.¥.Z.,B.1.G.4.8.8., and his assistant, Dr. Protoplaster, 
in their iuvestigation of Spiritual Phenomena, It is an excel- 
Tent little book for distributiou among scientific men and dis- 
pelievors in Spiritualism generally. A review of it in The 
Spirituatist newspaper says that tho pamphlet displays real 
gonius. Price 6d.: post free, 64d. Spiritualist newspaper 
branch office, 


T MRS. PARKER'S, 66, WARWICK 
STREET, BELGRAVE ROAD, LONDON, a Philo- 
sophioal and Developing Circle is being formed. Those wishing 
to join will please send in their names, Terms on application. 
Mrs. Parker’s healing power is rapidly developing into 
clairvoyance; she is replying to sealed questions when condi- 
tions favour. Office hours from 12 to 5 o'clock, 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM. 


By EUGENE OROWELL, M.D. 


One of the best books publishod in connection with Modern 
Spiritualism for many years, and a standard work on the 
subject. The author has studied the facts and phenomena, for 
a lengthened period, and deals in on intelligent manner with 
the problems aud difficulties presented, 

In two vols, price 10s. 6d, cach; postage 8d. per volumo. 


London: Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office. 


INFORMATION FOR INQUIRERS. 


In thirty ycars Spiritualism has spread through all the 
most civilised countries on the globo, until it now has tens of 
thousands of adherents, and about thirty periodicals. It has 
also outlived the same popular abuse which at the outset 
opposed railways, gas, and Galileo’s discovery of the rotation 
of the earth. 

The Dialectical Society, under the presidency of Sir Jobn 
Lubbock, appointed a large committee, which for two years 
investigated the phenomena occurring in the presence of non- 
professional mediums, and finally reported that the facts were 
true, that the raps and other noises governed by intelligence 
were real, and that solid objects sometimes moved in the pre- 
sence of mediums without being touched, 

Mr. William Crookes, F.R.S., editor of the Quarterly Journal 
of Science, doviser of the radiometer, and discoverer of the 
new metal thallium, investigated the phenomena of Spirit- 
ualism in his own house, and reported them to be true. Mr. 
A. R. Wallace, Mr, Cromwell Varley, Prof, Zöllner, and a great 
number of intelligent professional men have done the same, 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME. 


Inquirers into the phenomena of Spiritualism should begin 
by forming circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
stranger to the family present. 

The assertions of a few newspapers, conjurers, and men 
of science that the alleged phenomena are jugglery are 
proved to be untrue by the fact that manifestations are 
readily obtained by private familics, with no stranger 
present, and without deception by any member of the family. 
At the present time there are only about half-a-dozen pro- 
fessional mediums for the physical phenomena in all Great 
Britain, eonsequently, if these were all tricksters (which they 
ara not}, they are so few in number as to be unable to bear 
out the imposture theory as the foundation of the great move- 
ment of modern Spiritualism. Readers should protect them- 
selves against any impostors who may tcll them that the 
phenomena are not real, by trying simple home experiments 
which cost nothing, thus showing how egregiously those are 
duped who trust in worthless authoritics. 

One or more persons possessing medial powers without 
knowing it are to be found in nearly every household, and 
about one new circle in three, formed according to the follow- 
ing instructions, obtains the phenomena :— 

1. Let arrangements be made that there shall be no in- 
terruption for one hour during the sitting of the circle, 

2, Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, 
about the same number of each sex, Sit in subdued light, 
put sufficient to allow everything to be seen clearly, round an 
uncovered wooden table, with all the palms of the hands in 
contact with its top surface. Whether the hands touch each 
other or not is of little importance. Any table will do, 

3. Belief or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, 
but an acrid feeling against tbem is weakening. 

4, Before the manifestations begin, it is well to engage in 
general conversation or in singing, and itis best that neithor 
should be of a frivolous nature, 

5. The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often 
a feeling like a cool wind sweeping overthe hands, Tho first 
indications will probably be table tiltings or raps, 

6, When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, 
to avoid confusion let one person only speak; he should talk 
to the table as to an intelligent being. Let him tell the table 
that three tilts or raps mean “ Yes,” one means “No,” and 
two mean Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is 
understood. If three raps be given in answor, then say, ‘If 
I speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal 
every time I come to the letter you want, and spell us out a 
mossage?" Should three signals be given, set to work on the 
plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent system of 
communication is established. 

7. Possibly symptoms of other forms of mediumship, such 
aa trance or clairvoyance, may develop; the better class of 
messages, as judged by thcir religious and pbilosophical 
merits, usually accompany such manifestations rather than 
the more objective phenomena, After the manifestations are 
obtained, the observers should not go to the other extreme 
and give way to an excess of credulity, but should believe no 
more about them or the contents of messages then they aro 
forced to do by undeniable proof. 

8. Bhould no results be obtained at the first two séances 
because no medium chances to be present, try again with 
other sitters. A medium is usually an impulsive individual, 
vory sensitive to mesmeric influences, 
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THE LAZY LAYS 
AND PROSE IMAGININGS 
BY WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 


An Elegant and Amusing Gift-Book of Poetical and Prose 
Writings, Grave and Gay. 


The gilt device on the cover designed by Florenee Claxton and the 
Author. 


CONTENTS, 
PART 1.—Miscellaneous Poems and Prose Writings. 


1, The Lay of the Lazy Author.—2. The Song of the Newspaper 
Editor.—3. The Song of the Pawnbroker.—4. The Castle.—65. The 
Lay of the Fat Man.—6. The Poetry of Science.—7. How Hadji 
Al Shacabac was Photographed. (A letter from Hadji Al Shacabac, 
a gentleman who visited Loudon on business connected with a 
Turkish Loan, to Ali Mustapha Ben Buckram, Chief of the Col- 
lege of Howling Dervishes at Constantinople.}—8s. ‘Che Lay of the 
Broad-Brimmed Hat.—9. St. Bride's Bay.—10. The Lay of the 
Market Gardener.—11. “Fast Falls the Eventide."—12 Our Raven. 
—13. Materialistic Religion.—13. The Lay of the Photographer.— 
14. How to Double the Utility of the Printing Press.—15. The 
Song of the Mother in-Law.—16. Wirbet-bewegung.—t17. “Poor Old 
Joe!”—18, The Human Hive.—19, The Lay of the Mace-Bearers — 
20, A Love Song.—21. A Vision.—22, ‘ Under the Limes.”—23. The 
Angel of Silence. 7 

“Part 2.—The Woddlejaw Ballads, by Anthony Wobbleaws. 

24, The Public Analyst.—25. General Grant’s Reception at Follo., 
stone.—26. The Rifle Corps.—27. Tony’s Lament.—28. ‘The July 
Bug.—29. The Converted Carman. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 
From Zhe Morning Post. 


The Morning Post, which strongly recommends the book in a 
review nearly a column long, says:—‘ Comic literature which 
honestly deserves the epithet secms to be rapidly becoming & 
thing ofthe past; consequently any writer who, like Mr, lfarrison, 
exhibits a genuine vein of humour, deserves the praise of all who 
are not too stupid to enjoy au innocent langh. Not that his muse 
restricts herself only to such lighter utterances ; on the contrary, 
some of his pocms touch on the deepest and most sacred feelings 
of our common humanity... . The unfortunate Hadji's narrative 
of his adventures amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite 
one of the funniest things that has been published for years. ... 
The book contains quite enongh to ensnre it a welcome from 
whieh its tasteful appearance Will not detract." The Aorning 
Post says of The Wobblejaw Haltads :-—“ No one can help laughing 
at them,” and it says that the rhymes are pitched in * something 
like the same key” as The Bon Gautiver Ballads or The Biglow 
Papers, “with an appreclably successful result.” 


From The Court Journal, 


“All are of marked abllity. ... Occasionally we find verse of 
great beauty, showing that the author possesses the pure poctic 


gift.’ 
From The Graphic. 


“Those who can appreciate genuine, unforced humour should 
not fail to read Zhe Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings. Written, 
Tinted, published and reviewed by William l. Harrison (88, Great 
Russell-strect). Both the verses and the short essays are really 
funny, and in some of the latter there is a vein of genial satire 
which adds piquancy tothe fun. Zhe Lay ofthe Newspaper Editor 
ls capital, if rather severe, aud so is 7he Lay of the Macebearers ; 
but one of the most laughable bits is the Turk’s accouut of how he 
went to be photographed.” 
From Pubic Opinion. 


“ A volume of remarkably good verse... . Some of the metrical 
legends remind us of the wild chants that used to be sung at the 
meetings of the Cannibal Club. some ten or fifteen years ago. Mr. 
Harrison, however, knows where to plant his fun, and an accu- 
rate scientlfic mind like his ean make jokes with success. ...'l'o 
all who wish to read a pleasant volume magnificently got up as a 
gift-book, we commend Zhe Lazy Lays.” 


From The Bookseller. 

“An odd but most entertaining assortment of quaint and 
humorous fancies, some in verse and others in prose, and all 
written with a fiuent and not ungraceful pen. ‘Ihe vein of 
humour which permeates them is genuine, rich, aid original, and 
not at all ill-natured.” 

From Nature. 


“ Scientific men and matters are in one or two cases alluded to, 
and the imprint bears that the work is published “A.D, 1877 
(popular chronology) 3 A.M. 5877 (Torquemada) ; A.M. 50,800,077 
(Huxley) . We believe that onr readers may derivo a little 
amusement from & perusal of the volume,” 

From The British Journal of Photography. 

"The Lazy Lays include many admirable picces, some of which 
are In verse and others in prose, some scientific, others soclal, but 
all of them excellent. . . . The Zazy Lays will make excellent and 
amusing reading for an occasional spare half-hour.... They con- 
tain nothing unrefined or in bad taste.” 

From Zhe Dublin University Magazine. 


*“ How Hadji Al Shacabac, au amiable Turk, was photographed, 
is well done... . Bouud in a cover of somewhat powerful design.” 


From The Photographic News. 


“Mr. W. H. Harrison, a gentleman whose name is familiar In 
counectlon with photographic and other scientific literature, has 
considerable facility of versification, and deals, in pleasant and 
humorous mood, with many scientific follics which are better 
laughed down than gravely disputed.” 


From The Scotsman. 


“Tn Mr. W. 1. Ifarrison’s Lazy Lays and Prose smaginings 
thereis a good deal of broad humour and satirie power, with a due 
foundation of solid sense.” 


From The Bradford Daily Chronicle. 
“Good poetical diction is displayed. Mr. Harrlson has produced 
& most welcome book...‘llow Hadjl al Shacabac was Photo- 
graphed,’ will be sure to make every readcr roar with laughter.” 


From The Dundee Daily Advertiser. 


t With such a free and easy author lt is n@turally to beexpected 
that his subjects should bear some trace of this pecuwllar idiosyn- 
crasy, and indeed they are as free and easy as himsclf....‘The 
poems are all characterised by smoothness and rhythmical swing. 
... The work is very elaborately bound in cloth and gilt....A 
gorgeons design upon the cover... .Jf ow readers wish to en- 
courage laziness they have a most deserving object in a very 
clever and versatile member of the order.” 


From The Liverpool Daily Courier. 


* In his handsomely bound and griffin-guarded Lazy Lays, Mr. 
William Lf. Harrison provides a gift-book elegant in its appear. 
ance and entertaining in its contents, ... The author is Imbucd 
with the true spirit of humour, and amuses all while offending 


none.” 
From Zhe Western Daily Press (Bristol). 


“A volume from the versatile pen of Mr. W. Il. [Marrison, a 
well-known contributor to the Loudon and provincial press, and 
editor of Zhe Spirituatist. ... Many of the humorous poems re- 
mind us ofthe Ingoldsby Legends. The Lay of the t’hotographer 
The Lay of the Macebearers, and some of Zhe Wobblejaw Baltads 
would not have been unworthy of Barham himself. Some of the 
shorter poems arc exquisitc, and there pervade the whole a reli- 
gious sentiment and poctic feeling which will make them accept- 
able to most readers,” 

From the daily Northern Whig (Belfast). 

«The finest thing in the book Is ‘How Ifadji Al Shacabac was 
Photographed.’ It is an admirable addition to our not too ex- 
tensive comic literature. The story is one of whlch extracts 
would not give an adequate idca; it is Intensely humorous..,. 
Those who wish to obtain a handsome gilt nook. of an amusing 
nature, will And what they want In The Lazy Lays.” 


From The Bristol Daity Post, 

“A curious collectlon of verses and prose essays of unequa 
merit. ... The serlous and sentimental verses belong to the type 
of Mrs. Elemans‘s or L. B., L.’s productions.” 

From The Kensington News. 

It is “after the mamer of Barham, Ilood, Mark Twain, or any 
of those merry souls who do quite as much good in their day aud 
gencration as the authors of the most serious works. The Lays 
are always orlginal, sometimes serious, generally comic, but 
never vulgar,” 


From Zhe Malvern News. 

“Tt is in Itself a work of itself—original, and a cast of lts 
author’s mind. It is a work of great power and beauty; full of 
lively imaginings and bold outspoken thoughts, abounding in 
tenderness and pathos; sparkling with wit and humour; and one 
that may be read many times over...'The get-up of the book is 
very handsome.” 
From The Folkestone News, 

«A number ol clever sketches and poems, among the latter 
being a series of papers entitled Zhe Wobblejaw Ballads, which 
appeared in the columns of this paper a short, time ago, 
and which created such a furore at the time.” [V.8, An 
irate member oy the Town Councit officially cutled the attention of 
the Mayor and Corporation of Jolkesione to the burtesques n the 
“ Wobblejaro Baiada” but ihe members assembted laughed at the 
matter, and proceeded to the next business. The Mayor said that he 
aid not mind them .. “lt coutains some very choice pocms 
and prose essays, is bound in cloth richly gilt, and has an originai 
design of no ordinary merit on the cover.” 
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